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(Abstract)

This study developed 'Design Career Aptitude Scale’ to
help design majoring college students who are seeking
their career goals or conflicting to decide their majors. The
subscales of the 'Design Career Aptitude Scale’ are ’basic
job competency’, ‘basic design competency’ and ' advanced
design competency’. This study further classified the 'basic
job competency’ and 'basic design competency’ into several
subareas and defined each concepts. Based upon the
classification of each subareas, tentative test items were
developed through the verification of validity three times by
seven design professionals.

A pilot study of the developed scale was administered to
506 design majoring college students. The results by
exploratory factor analysis were that the basic job
competency was composed of four factors; ability of
interpersonal relations, goal-driven ability, problem solving
ability and self-developing ability. The basic design
competency was composed of five factor, grounding in
design, computer skills, material sensitivity, formative ability
and color sensitivity.

The results can be seen as an adequate, delicate factor
structure to represent design aptitude, and also the scale
can be a useful tool to the students who are confiicting to
decide their majors and careers. The further study needed
to validate the scale through the investigation of the
relationship with related scales measuring designing ability,
and with other criteria-referenced group.

(Keyword)
Design Career Aptitude Scale, Development of Tentative
Scale, Basic Job Competency, Basic Design Competency
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