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The Substance of Crisis
and Alternative Proposal in Journalism

Seok—Choon Shon
Guest Professor

Dept. of Communication, Yonsei University

As 2 term ‘Media Big Bang’ will appear, the media is extending explosively.
But actually it is appearing the paradoxical phenomenon which journalism
meets a Crisis.

If the purpose of journalism is ‘to provide people with the information
they need to be free and self-governing’, the crisis of Journalism directly
brings about the result which damages audience welfare. Consequently the
preceding task which defends the public good of journalism is accurately
to get at the root of the substance which brings about the crisis of Journalism.
In this paper, the principle and basic ethics of Journalism was theorized
on the concept of truth and fairness, how about Korean journalism was an-
swered to the standard is analyzed. With the result it was confirmed Korean
journalism does not defend even truth and fairness about important agenda
to be solved today. It was recognizes the substance which brings about the
crisis of Journalism is ‘the crisis of basic ethics’, and was presented a an
alternative proposal. It was introduced the research of ‘Committee of
Concerned Journalists® in the United States, and proposed the effort which
is saved journalism with organic combination of Korean academic world and
journalist’ group.

Key words: truth, fairness, audience welfare, journalism, public sphere



