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Market—opening and Audience

Nam—-Pyo Lee
Lecturer

Chungnam National University and Hongik University

This study aims to theoretically examine the validity of argument that
market-opening will improve the audience welfare of media and cultural
contents. To accomplish its purpose, first of all, this study classifies the spec-
trum of approaches on cultural market-opening in Korea. Then, it examines,
by the concept of public goods, whether market-opening can bring on eco-
nomic gains for audience as consumer. Finally, this study inspects the profit
and loss for audience as citizen which will be brought on by market-opening
on the grounds of democratic value, As a result of this study, the improvement
of economic efficiency and competence, the expansion of consumer’s choices,
the preservation of cultural value that the positive approach on market-open-
ing is promising cannot be justified theoretically and logically. Therefore,
at least in theoretically, the conclusion that market-opening cannot improve
the audience welfare is deduced. However, the objection of market-opening
cannot be related to the distorted protectionism of nation cultute. On the
contrary, this study suggests the condition of market-opening debate must
be a opportunity to reconsider and reform of cultural diversity in Korea.

Key words: Matket-opening, Audience Welfare, Public Goods, Consumer’s
Choice, Culrural Value



