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The Modern subject and experience of pain described
in medicine advertisements in the early modern times,

Byeong—Joo Lee
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It is an aim of this study to analyze a relation between modern medicine
advertisements and body. Recently the academic world has discussed how
comes it that the modernity had been formed. This trend is remarkable
in the field of the history of everyday life. Because everyday life is connected
with people's vivid experience. Especially in modern advertising it is in ex-
istence such as popular culture, consumer culture, sexuality, family, food,
clothing and housing, disease. Since modern times the body has been reor-
ganized into a new shape. Namely the premodern body that had been regu-
lated by a status system is changed into modern body that have to form
itself after the customs and values.

We analyzed medicine advertisements in the early modern times and hoped
to explain how modern people had understood their body. We applied
Foucault's theory of discourse as a methodology. As a resuit of research,
we came to the conclusion that there were several rules in the texts of medicine
advertisements, which had formed a modern subject of pain. There was a
disciplinary power such as a internalization of clinical eyes, self-watch in medi-
cine advertisements. These advertisements contributed to the formation of
subject of pain and related to the state power.

Key words : Modern Subject, discours, bio-power, disciplinary power, in-
ternalization of clinical eyes



