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A Demand Analysis on Urbanites' Retired Life in the Countryside

Yoon, Soon Duck - Park, Gong Ju

Rural Resource Development Institute, NIAST, Rural Development Administration

ABSTRACT : Recently, due to the growing concemn of the public in rural amenities and hobby farming works, much more urbanites,
especially near-retirees, have been interested in rural life style than before. However, in spite of popular preference to ruralities,
little has been known about their demand on retired rural life. Therefore, this study examined urbanites' attitude to preparatory
works for out-migration, preferred residential site conditions and life style in the countryside. For this purpose, data were collected
from a survey with the sample of 386 urban residents aged 40 to 65 who hoped moving into the countryside after retirement, through
structured questionnaires. Descriptive statistical works were performed using SPSS/PC windows program. The major findings of this
study were as follows; (1) Most of urbanites, who answered in this study, planned to prepare ex-urban movement in their fifties
and to put into practice in their sixties. (2) Key factors of location decision on movement were proximity/accessibility to centre
city, medical service level, and distance to their family or friends. And about a half of respondents wanted second home in the
countryside. (3) Most favoured rural life styles were nature-friendly well-being and hobby/healthy farming. Generally, the respondents
of this survey had the positive attitude to do works in their later life, especially preferred to farming and volunteering in their
communities.

Key words : Retirement migration, Rural migration, Rural settlement, Work in later life
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