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CE 1) AT HO{Xfol| et Al
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The Study on the Focus Group of Adolescent Alcohol Use
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This study examines the current alcohol use situation among adolescents and
provides information relevant to development of adequate prevention programs for
adolescent alcohol use in Korea. In this study, we used focus group research method
and analyzed the outcome with constant comparison method.

We classified 4 major categories of adolescent alcohol use situation such as the
factors on enhancing alcohol use, the factors on delaying alcohol use, the occasions
significantly related to alcohol use and the first alcohol use experience of adolescent.
And we found out 16 minor categories and 93 concepts under the major categories.

The results from the study revealed that the factors on enhancing alcohol use
were associated with adolescents” psychological reasons, their positive perceptions on
alcohol, family factors, peer influences, teacher’s influences and social and cultural
aspects on alcohol in general. The factors on delaying alcohol use were associated
with health conditions, their negative perceptions on alcohol, parental monitoring,
economic reasons and their limited access to purchase alcohol. The occasions
significantly related to adolescent alcohol use were family events, school events and
peer gatherings. In addition, the first adolescent alcohol use experience was strongly
associated with the peer influences and significant adults” offer of alcohol.

Findings suggest recommendations for prevention and intervention programs for
adolescent alcohol use in Korea.

Key words: adolescent alcohol use prevention, alcohol use situation, focus group.
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