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Abstract

"Urban traditional housing” means a type of urban housing which retains characteristics of traditional Korean houses

for ordinary people. It is a form of housing created in the process in which traditional Korean ways of life are applied to

swift modernization.

In Korea’s traditional housing, the "court” functioned as a living space that promoted family bonding. The space of the

court still remains in the urban traditional housing. However, rapid popularization of the westernized housing form, ie.,

apartments, resulted in standardization and westernization of our housing and living patterns, and as a result, the court

in urban traditional housing came to lose its original meaning.

The objects of this study are residents of urban traditional housing. By studying them, this research aims, firstly, to

understand the meaning of the inner court, secondly to analyze correlation between the residents’ consciousness

inner court and their use of the space, and ultimately to find various possible forms of our future housing.

of the

For this research, twenty six houses in the Gahoe-dong area in which urban traditional houses are densely built up

were investigated. According to the result of this research, the inner court in current urban traditional housing is a space

existing inside a house but directly exposed to outer air at the same time. It is a private but shared space. It contributes

to forming a pleasant atmosphere by facilitating ventilation and providing sunlight. In addition, it is a living space that

actively reflects the Korean living style that values family life.
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