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Pilot Study on Demand and Quality of Oriental Medical Aids
and Necessities for Daily Living for the Elderly
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This is a pilot study to survey the general demand of senior-assistive necessities before a standardization system
for senior-assistive necessities is developed as well as to describe health professionals’ opinions about the demand
and quality of Oriental medical aids and necessities for daily living for the elderly. This is a descriptive survey in which
29 health professionals are questioned, using structured questionnaires based on ISO 9999. The questionnaires were
developed by 7 experts conducting standardization system of senior-assistive products in Korea. The data is analyzed
by descriptive statistics. The result is as follows : First, with regard to the demand for all of the items in Oriental
medical aids for the elderly, the demand of cupping glasses is the highest, followed by instruments used to apply heat
treatment, massage equipment, thermo-therapeutic mattress, and heat or ice packs. With regard to the demand for all
of the items for the necessities for daily living for the elderly, chairs are the highest, followed by rolling chairs, beds
for health, and height adjustable beds. Second, with regard to quality of Oriental medical aids, "aids for hair care, are
the best, whereas "aids for boiling Oriental medicine, are the worst. In quality of the necessities for daily living, "chairs
1 are the best, whereas "beds, are the worst. Above all, this result shows that with "aids for heat or cold treatment,
, there is relatively high demand and low quality of Oriental medical aids, and with "Beds,, there is relatively high
demand and low quality. Therefore, aids for heat or cold treatment and beds in the necessities for daily living are
required to be developed for standardization of senior-assistive necessities.

Key words : necessities, elderly, demand, quality, Oriental, daily living, aids
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