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found to be very poor that 82.3% of the grandparents reportedly needed some
assistance in at least one ADL, and their mean score of depression measured
by CES-D was 27.4, indicating a moderate level of psychological distress.
Third, among the sociodemographic and stressor variables, grandparents' sex,
the number of their children and household keeping burden were statistically
significant predictors of their ADL restriction. As for depression level of the
grandparents, their monthly income, parenting duration, the number of their
children, economic difficulties, housechold keeping burden and social
restrictions were found to be statistically significant. Fourth, grandparents who
reported of having more social support from their friends, a higher level of
satisfaction of the friends' social support and also of being satisfied with
social support from their religious associations tended to experience
significantly less ADL restrictions. The more kinds of social support received
from friends and social welfare agencies and the less satisfied they were with
social support from governmental sector, the higher their depression level was.
Implications for social welfare services and programs for grandparent-headed
families were discussed.

Key words: Grandparent-headed family, Social Support, Grandparents,
Physical Health, Mental Health

Sex Differentials in the Utilization of Medical Services by
Marital Status

Soo-Hyeong Choi - Youngtae Cho

It has been well known that women live longer but suffer more from
degenerative diseases than men do, which, in turn, results in frequent
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utilization of medical care services among women. Previous studies, mostly
based on Western society, have discussed that women, particularly married
women, are more likely to utilize medical care services than men even after
considerations of different health status and demographic and socioeconomic
characteristics. Social interests in women’s health and socialization process of
caring for health among women are known as causes. This study examines
sex differentials in the medical care service utilization in Korean society,
particularly focusing on marital status. Feministic perspectives in Korea have
argued that sex division of labor within family puts women in a position that
has to continuously provide physical and emotional services to other family
members, which keeps them from taking care of their own health. This study
empirically tests if this feministic perspective holds true in Korea. Results
show that Korean women and those with spouse are more likely to utilize
medical care services than their men and the spouse-less counterparts, net of
other risk factors. However the effect of existence of spouse on the medical
care utilization is much smaller among women than men. These results
suggest that the feministic perspective is in part applicable to explain sex
differentials on medical care service utilization in Korea.

Key words: medical care service utilization, sex differentials, spouse effect,
Korean context

Family Role Status and Physical/Mental Health of
Men and Women : Who is More Vulnerable?

Seung-Fun Cha - Kyung-Hae Han

The purpose of this research is to examine the impact of marriage and



