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Staffs’ Attitudes and Opinions toward Psychiatry in a Psychiatric Hospital
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of subjects

Variables Number of Subjects (%)

Sex

Male 28( 45.9)

Female 33( 54.1)
Age

20s 29( 47.5)

30s 16( 26.3)

40s 12 19.7)

50s A 6.5)
Years of education

Under 12 11(18.1)

12-14 35( 57.4)

Over 14 15( 24.5)
Marital status

Single 29( 47.5)

Married 32( 52.5)
Religion

Buddhism 15( 24.5)

Christianity 12( 19.8)

Catholicism 5( 82

None 29( 47.5)
Residential area

Rural 32( 52.5)

Urban 29( 47.5)
Type of contact

Direct 35( 57.4)

Indirect 26( 42.6)
Total 61(100.0)
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F value
-0.95
1.89
0.39

1.97*

rewards

Career and personal
Mean=S.D.
6.60+1.63
7.03+1.51
7.31+0.70
6.47+2.03
6.33£1.30
8.00+£2.16
6.56+2.51
7.23+1.14
6.25+1.35
695+ 1.39
6.77+£1.70
6.53+1.70
7.23+1.30
7.22+1.28
6.35+1.78

F value
-1.35
0.19
2,07
-0.64
-0.39
2.84*

social criticisms

Possible abuses and
Mean+S.D.
35.78+4.33
34.68+4.57
34.13+7.87
356.41+4.83
36.25+1.50
31.67+6.76
35.15+5.07
36.50+5.47
34.23+6.61
35.30+4.80
34.53+6.37
35.19+4.71
36.70+5.05
32.30+5.52

33.55£6.95

F value

—-0.29
0.43
2.66
1.05
2.75**

-0.96

Role definition and
functioning of psychiatrists

Mean+SD.
2420+3.73
24,51 =3.60
24,06 +2.69
2427 £4.45
25.33+3.98
23.25+£2.98
22.4514.00
24,.30+3.02
26.00+4.08
23.76+3.89
24.88 +3.38
23.92+3.93
24.95+3.20
25.56+3.59
22.80+3.08

F value

-2.09*
0.45
0.39
1.84

-0.93
1.66

Efficacy

Mean=+S.D.
7.40+1.75
8.29+1.17
7.68+1.45
7.80%+1.97
8.33+0.88
800141
7.78+243
7.81+1.29
8.25+1.05
7.47+1.77
827115
7.73+1.61
8.14+1.35
8.22+1.28

Table 2. Results of staffs’ attitudes and opinions toward psychiatry
7.50+1.70

Overall merits of the field

—2.43*
0.63
023

—-2.00*

-0.77

0.99

a : ttest was used for analyzing data statistically, b : ANOVA was used for analyzing data statistically. * : p<0.05, *x : p<0.01

of psychiatry
F value

Mean£S.D.
17.90+3.38
20.03+2.62

18.43+1.45
19.00+3.81
19.83+2.91
20.25+3.40
18.67 +4.50
19.07 £2.63
19.58+3.15
18.14+3.51
19.92+2.57
18.81+3.25
19.52+2.99
19.62+2.52
18.60+3.80
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Male
Female
Under 12
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Marital statuse  Single
Married
Rural
Urban
Direct
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Staffs’ Attitudes and Opinions toward Psychiatry in a Psychiatric Hospital

Seuk Hwan Ryu, M.D.
Department of Neuropsychiatry, Ankang Chungang Hospital, Gyeongju, Korea

O bjectives - The aim of this study was to investigate the staffs’ attitudes and opinions toward psy-
chiatry in a hospital. The results of the investigation were taken as a basic data of the education
programs of persons who worked in a hospital and community residents.

Methods : The subjects of this study were persons who worked in a hospital. The tool used in this
study was Attitudes and Opinions toward Psychiatry. Sixty-one persons were studied. Statistically one-

way ANOVA or t-test were used.

Results : Internal consistency was high, measuring 0.80 for the 26 items. Generally, hospital staffs
have positive attitude toward psychiatry. Direct patient contact group scored more higher than indirect

contact group, except ‘overall merits of the field of psychiatry’ and ‘efficacy’ factor. In factor ‘overall

merits of the field of psychiatry’, and factor ‘efficacy’ female scored more higher than male averagely.

In factor ‘role definition and functioning of psychiatrists’, ‘possible abuses and social criticisms’, and

‘career and personal reward’, direct patient contact group scored more higher than indirect contact

group averagely.

Conclusion : This study results support the hypothesis that the direct patient contact group have

more positive attitude toward psychiatry than the other group. It will be necessary to educate for a

psychiatric hospital staffs and community residents on psychiatry.

KEY WORDS : Attitude - Psychiatry - Contact.




