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Building a Philosophy Ontology based on Content of Texts

and its Application to Learning

Hyun-Sook Chung*, Byung-II Choi**
The Catholic University, Department of Computer Science*

Seoul National University, Institute of Philosophys*

ABSTRACT

Researchers of humane studies including philosophy acquire knowledge from understanding of
their texts. They spent a lot time and efforts to retrieve, read and understand many texts
relevant to their research fields using a metadata-based text retrieval system. In this paper, we
develop a philosophy ontology that enables researchers to retrieve knowledge in the content of
texts of philosophy. Our philosophy ontology includes concepts and their hierarchical and
associative relationships defined by philosophy researchers. We propose a methodology for
constructing text-based ontology comprised of three phases and fourteen steps. This
methodology may be used to construct another ontologies for learning. Also, we introduce a
case study for applying our philosophy ontology to acquire and interchange knowledge of

philosophy between a professor and students during philosophy classes.
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