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< Abstract >

The purposes of this phenomenological study were to investigate the sexual experiences of juvenile
delinquents, and to understand how ecological systems affected their sexual activities. The participants were
13 adolescents on probation and 12 adolescents from juvenile correctional facilities or prisons. They
explained their meanings of sex, their sexual behaviors, and their coping strategies for sexual problems.
Participants conceptualized sex as physical intercourse, while excluding the emotional aspects of sex. They
accepted adults’ sexist attitudes toward male and female sexual behaviors, and followed adults’
commercialization of sex. In contrast to their routinizing sexual behaviors, they had neither enough
knowledge of sex nor effective strategies to solve sexual problems. The sexual activities of juvenile delinquents
were influenced by their peer groups and sexual messages from media and internet, rather than by their
family and schoo!. The holistic view of the study highlights the importance of interactions between individuals
and the ecological systems when interpreting the sexual experiences of juvenile delinquents.
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