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Eunsa Memorial Science Museum and

Colonial Science Technology

Jung, In-Kyung
ABSTRACT

Eunsa Memorial Science Museum is a political space to justify ruling
colony. Japanese imperialism made use of science museum in ruling
colony under the cloak of propagating science thoughts. The science
museums made it natural to rule the inferior Joseon(Korea) by bring the
concept of ‘Great Science Empire’ into relief. The exhibition, lecture,
experiment and science movies propagated those colonial ruling
ideology.

This transplantation of the colonial science museumraised the
following problems. First, the science museum was used as means for
the propagation of political power. All the aspects of the architecture,
exhibition, and operation of the colonial science museum propagated
and supported the direction of political authority, and furthermore
planted a rosy phantasm of "Development” and "Progression” into the
colony. Second, The science technology of science museum was treated
as 'Result’ and ‘Instrument’. Japanese imperialism denied that the
science is a historical and cultural staple product; it instilled only the
'Instrumental Rationality’in the colony. Third, the science technology

dealt in the colonial science museum was below the level. What they
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educated and set forth as domestic science was to cultivate the laborers

people for the political power by internalizing modernistic discipline.

Key Terms
Eunsa Memorial Science Museum, political space, colonial ruling
ideology, colony development, internalizing modernistic discipline
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