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Space(Z2fd) and Sky-Earth(Kih)

- View of Space in the Architectures of the East and the West -

Kim, Sung-woo

(Ybnsei University, Department of Architecture)

Abstract

We are so used to the concept of the term "space” that we do not question its conceptual
validity. However, this paper argues that the notion of space prevailing all over the world, is not a
universal concept that can be applicable to all architectures of the world, but is a particular concept
that is generated from the Western way of thinking. This paper aims to identify the conceptual
structure of the idea of space as it is originated in the tradition of the West, and, as an alternative
view of space, tries to identify the nature of the view of space perceived in the tradition of the
Eastern architecture. Comparison of the two views, that of the East and the West, and their
meaning in the future of architecture, is another task to discuss in this paper. To be able to clarify
the meaning of space in East Asian tradition, a set of new perspective of understanding of space
was invited. They are ;

1. sky-earth((R#1); insisting that the notion of space should be replaced within the context of sky,
which is one half of sky-earth totality

2. energy of the air (22%) ; space is not empty part inside of a building, but is a dynamic condition
of air that is a part of the sky which always exist in form of energy

3. place(Z#]); instead of space, which, basically. is a man-made concept, idea of place is nacessary,
which include not only space but also earth

Such concept of space which is different from the notion of space of the West, is meaningful not
only to identify the idea of space in the East, but also to be able to contribute for more dynamic,
varied, and balanced understanding of space.

Keywords : space, East and the West, architecture, theory of architecture, sky-earth
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