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A Comparative Study on the High-rise Building
Designs by Frank Lloyd Wright and Mies van
der Rohe

Kwon, Jong-Wook
(Professor, Yeungnam University)

Abstract

Frank Lloyd Wright and Mies van der Rohe are two of the most influential architects in
modern architecture. In spite of the different values in their architectural lives, the design of
high-rise building had been a continuous matter of primary concern for them. The purpose of
this study is to compare the architectural characteristics of the two master architects in terms
of building form, structure, function, and envelop skin: glass.

Both of them shared with the principle of organic architecture even in the design of high-rise
buildings. However, the specific approaches to realize it in high-rise buildings are significantly
different. Although they emphasized the integration of building form and structure, Wright
regarded the reinforced concrete structure as an organic form-giver, while Mies introduced. the
steel skeleton structure only as an efficient and flexible building frame. As primary finishing
materials for high-rise buildings, glass was used for functional purpose by Wright, but for
visual purpose by Mies.

Keywords : Frank Lloyd Wright, Mies van der Rohe, High-rise Building
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