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A St_udy on How Baekjeh delivered
Stylobate-Constructing Techniques to Silla
Counterpart

Cho, Won-Chang
(Senior Researcher at Jungwon Cultural Properties Institute/Professor at the Department of Korean
Culture and History Department, Daejeon University)

Abstract

A stylobate, part of the foundation for hardening soil below the floor, has been built with a
variety of materials, such as stone, tile and brick, in several kinds of combined constructions of
soil, stone, and brick. In particular, Baekje used a tile-piled stylobate that could not be found in
Goguryeo and Silla counterparts, thus showing outstanding performance in the construction
culture. Archeological excavations up to now evidence the stylobate played a role in building the
magnificent structures or enhancing the decorative effects. It can be enough inferred that such
features are reflected on dual footing stylobate, framed stylobate and tile-piled stylobate.

Baekje had delivered its techniques for constructing stylobate to Silla from about the middle of
6th century. They can be traced down back from the dual stylobate that has been identified in
Hwangryong-sa temple lastly built in the old site of Silla, those constructed with broken stones
at Najeong, tile-piled stylobate of the mode of vertical-horizontal rows which had been established
in Inwang-dong, Gyeongju, the capital of the kingdom, and a framed stylobate at Hall enshrining
Buddha (Golden Hall) site of Gameun-sa temple site. ‘

Recently, relics of structures, including temple sites, are intermittently being unearthed in the
old sites of Baekje and Silla. However, studies linking archeology with architecture can be rarely
found up to now. It is, therefore, necessary that the relics should be correctly construed in
archeological as well as architectural aspects. We expect that further studies can graft
architectural insight into archeological analysis.

Keywords: stylobate, construction technique, tile-piled stylobate, dual stylobate, framed stylobate.
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