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A Study on the Philosophy of Temple Structure
with Multi-Buddha's Pavilions based on
Buddha's Land Conception

- Focusing on the Layout of Bulkooksa, Beobjusa and Buseoksa -

Yang, Sang-hyun
(Professor, The University of Soonchunhyang)

Abstract

Temple with Multi-Buddha's Pavilions is a temple consisting of more than 2 Buddha's
Pavilions. Individual Buddha’s Pavilions tend to form distinguished area, or to keep independent
axis from other Buddha's Pavilions. This study is to understand the philosophy of layout of
individual Buddha’s Pavilions located in the Temple with Multi-Buddha's Pavilions. To
investigate a relationship to layout of individual Buddha’s Pavilions on the basis of Buddhism
doctrine makes us to understand philosophies about temple layout which temple constructers had.

Bulkooksa, a temple having several pavilions placed in parallel, integrates diverse philosophies
such as Vairocana Buddha-Ksetra from Vairocana Buddha’s Pavilion, Sakyamuni Buddha-Ksetra
from both Sakyamuni Buddha's Pavilion and two stupa, and Amitayus Buddha-Ksetra
(Sukhavati) from Amitayus Buddha-Ksetra Pavilion. Sakyamuni Buddha's Pavilion and Amitayus
Buddha’'s Pavilion are placed east to west in parallel, and Vairocana Buddha’s Pavilion is placed
behind them.

Beobjusa, a temple having several pavilions placed cross axis, combines three axes such as
the first, main axis linking Kumkang Gate - Churmwang Gate ~ Palsang Pavilion - Amitayus
Buddha's Pavilion - Sakyamuni Buddha’s Pavilion, the second axis linking Palsang Pavilion -
Maitreya Pavilion, and the third axis linking Amitayus Buddha's Pavilion - Avalokiteshvara
Pavilion. Relationship among each Buddha’s land is clearly expressed by means of this cross
axis layout of Buddha’'s Pavilions, reflecting a philosophy of rebirth in Nirvana that Wonhyo and
Eusang propagated.

Buseoksa, a temple having several pavilions placed the before and the behind, combines three
Buddha’'s lands such as Maitreya Buddha-Ksetra, Amitayus Buddha-Ksetra and Vairocana
Buddha-Ksetra, by means of arrangement of Maitreya Pavilion, Anyang Pavilion and Amitayus
Buddha's Pavilion at bended axis, and east facing Amitayus Buddha.

By investigating the philosophy of Temple layout with Multi~-Buddha’s Pavilions in this study,
Buddha's Land conception, for people, that ancient Korean temples have, is understood.

Keywords : Buddha's Pavilions, Temple, Buddha-Ksetra, Rebirth, Layout
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