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Purpose: Although ethical dilemma is important concept
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in nursing and many research is accomplished, some differ-
ence in defining ethical dilemma among researchers.
Therefore the purpose of this analysis was to correct under-
standing and using about ethical dilemma by clarify the at-
tributes of ethical dilemma. Method: The concept analysis
model suggested by Walker and Avant(1988) is used to
clarify what is meant by the term ‘ethical dilemma’. Results:
The defining attributes of ethical dilemma identified in this
study were as follows. First, It is simultaneously occurrence
that above two conflictive ethical alternatives. Second, It is
ought to choose one of the above two conflictive ethical
alternatives. Third, It is difficult to compare with two
alternatives. Fourth, It is cannot delay the choices. Fifth, It
is cannot do satisfactory resolution. Six, It is broken out fix,
loss or feeling of powerlessness to an individual. Conclusion:
In this study, a concept analysis of ethical dilemma was
performed to more clearly understand ethical dilemma. It is
hoped that this analysis will stimulate further study for de-

veloping strategies for prevention of nurses’ ethical dilemma.





