2 e B exd P S
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Alstel A ArkSs}, 71Ede HYSE =R F o] S = H(Choi, 2002; Hyun & Min, 2003).
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Az sy FAO]tChoi, 2002; Hyun & Min, 7 E Ad fReE A urkE Jus Ax
2003; Lim, 2001). 3 oj52 HPY wddd & atal FeeofEst AEEs Al ] wmE5e
o og AATIs kstE ERRlel gk A &l eFol Aete] FA, 53] of5ie] A5 M A
Z71ska glol 1o mE AREEQl R v 28A AL, ool 2 guE  Fols)gri(Social
7t oA mQIEXAA Y] ot dAgh AR Welfare Development Institute, 1994). ©]&3l o]
52453 ltHAtchley, 1991 Hyun & Min, 2003; 82 3T wolEe AEAQ 7= BAA -QlH k]
Koh, 1999; Lee, 2002). ek 1ol opHm ZFahA ol glo] Rl Al
ERIEAA A7 119 4kl d3 s ERSHL 3k 3 ARgo] EAsla A o] &EE AR A
2 w19 28 & Aol "as dyl Ay 9l o]t Seo, Choi, Jo, Cha, & Choi, 1997). o]°l
Z2aRs AFshs Xog e 29 9 x| # ) A AT g3t duicle] RS FAAoR 75

« Aista 7ha st 7ka sk WA A A E-mail: nurkma@kmu.ac.kr)
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<Table 1> Positive items and negative items on type 1

No. Item Z-score
16 They enjoy being with peer 1 62
35 They can enjoy a variety of cultural programs. 1 .60
30 They help and rely on one another. 1 .56
22 They maintain good health by getting the medical treatment they need. 1 44
13 An institution is a convenient place with a help on daily life. 1 21
24 They are much better than those who wait for their last moment lonely. 1 A1
7 Prompt action can be taken when an accident happens in an institution. 1 .10
27 They can devote their remaining years to something worthy. 1 .08
19 They can have an opportunity to look back upon their life. 1 .04
3 They are miserable and wretched. -1 .30
9 They are neglected. -1 .33
29 They are suffocating as if they were in an asylum. -1 .35
The life in an institution is painful and hopeless. -1 .36
11 They are unlucky. -1 .36
To be institutionalized is a complete disgrace. -1 46
1 They are deserted by their wives and children. -1 .59
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<Table 2> Positive items and negative items on type 2
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AEE ol et 2k At 3€ el AAkAel
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71—’322" w25 Be Adshs A 2ot AJEolA A&

2

No. Item Z-score
31 They choose to live in an institution because they do not want to burden their children. 1 .60
36 Life in an institution is better than uneasy life at home with children as an unwelcome 1 .30
guest.
21 To live in an institution is nothing to be ashamed of. 1 27
7 Prompt action can be taken when an accident happens in an institution. 1 .20
24 They are much better than those who wait for their last moment lonely. 1 .16
27 They can devote their remaining years to something worthy. 1 12
32 Until the last moment they pursue happiness in life. 1 .10
23 They need religion and faith. 1 .09
11 They are unlucky. -1 .03
6 They don't get proper attention and care. -1 .09
10 Their family break off with them. -1 .28
14 I disapprove of institutionalization. -1 .ol
26 They have a longing to return home. -1 97
29 They are suffocating as if they were in an asylum. -2 .01
5 To be institutionalized is a complete disgrace. -2 27
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No. Item Z-score
18 To be institutionalized means that the concept of filial duties has been weakened. 2 .20
26 They have a longing to return home. 1 73
14 I disapprove of institutionalization. 1 .67
37 They cannot feel the attachment and comfort of home. 1 56
9 They are neglected. 1 49
29 They are suffocating as if they were in an asylum. 1 21
38 They want to spend as much time as possible with their own family. 1 .06
13 An institution is a convenient place with a help on everyday life. -1 .02
4 I envy the elderly who live in deluxe institutions. -1 .10
32 Until the last moment they pursue happiness in life. -1 27
27 They can devote their remaining years to something worthy. -1 bl
21 To live in an institution is nothing to be ashamed of. -1 72
28 They feel comfortable. -2 .00
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- Abstract -

General Perception about the Life
of Institutionalized Elderly

Kim, Myung-Ae*Kim, Hye-Jin**
Kim, Young-Suk++*

Purpose: This study aims to explore general
perception types about the life of
institutionalized elderly and thus to provide the
basic data for nursing intervention for them.
Method: This study used a Q methodology. A Q

sample was developed through a review of

= Professor, College of Nursing Keimyung University
#+ Student, College of Nursing Keimyung University
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related literature and descriptions of ordinary
people about the life of institutionalized elderly.
Thirty-eight statements made up the finalized Q
sample. Results: The results revealed three
different types of the general people's perception
about the life of institutionalized elderly. Type 1
is an optimistic group which expects modernized
institutions.  This  group focuses on  social
relationships enjoying a variety of cultural life.
Type 2 is a positive group which pursues
independence. They are open-minded about the
use of the institution and are not ashamed of
the life in the institution. Type 3 is a

conservative group which disapproves

Aelzrzets|x] Al178 A3Z, 2005

institutionalization. The members of this group
strongly disapprove the institution itself and
have  negative views on institutionalization.
These three types share certain common
features while having distinctive characteristics
showing individual views and traits about the
life of the institutionalized elderly. Conclusion:
This study will provide us the basic data to
understand  institutionalized  elderly and to

develop nursing intervention for them.

Key words : Q methodology,
Institutionalization, Elderly
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