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Comparison of Curriculums of Dental Hygiene Education Programs

for B. S Degree
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Department of Dental Hygiene Namseoul University, Korea

ABSTRACT The objective of this research was to analyze curriculum of dental hygiene education program for B.S degree
in US and compare with Korea and Japan. The curriculum was classified six domain based on job classification and
National Board Examination in Korea. Oral biology content included oral anatomy,dental anatomy,oral histology,oral
pathology. Oral physiology was excluded. Clinical dentistry content included only oral radiology, periodontics, dental
material,pain control. Most program integrated clinical dental hygiene courses. Most program provided dental practice
management content and dental hygiene research courses. Diverse program such as A.S degree,B.S degree,degree
completion,distance education programs enabled students to develop their career effectively.
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Comparison of Curriculums of Dental Hygiene Education Programs for B. S Degree
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Table 1. Job classification of Dental Hygienist, Courses of National Board Examination and Domain of Curriculum

job family clinical dental hygiene public health
licence dental hygienest
setting dental hospital,dental office public health center, school
job category clinical dental hygiene management public health
job comprehen'swe dental dental assisting dental practice | patient manage- community oral health '
hygiene management ment (health promotion and prevention)
.. . dental assistant business manage
* -
position dental hygienist infection control coordinator receptionist
. dental assisting insurance patient manage- .
duty dental hygiene process expanded function administration ment community oral health
course** oral hygiene manage- clinical fientlstry ) ) oral health management
ment oral biology
domain*** clinical dental hygiene clinical dentistry dental practice management public oral health

*ADA. Employee Manual(1995)

**Courses of National Board Examination in Korea(oral biology,medical law was excluded)

***Curriculum of Namseoul University(oral biology was excluded)
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Table 2. Courses of Oral Biology in Curriculum of B.S Degree

Dental Hygiene Educational Programs( U.S. 21,Korea 3,Japan 3)

courses Korea U.s. Japan

oral anatomy 3 18 2
dental anatomy 3 10

oral histology 3 11

oral pathology 3 18 2
oral physiology 3

oral microbiology 3 4

oral biochemistry 3 1

dental pharmacology 2 11 1
etc 3
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Table 3. Courses of Clinical Dentistry in Curriculum of B.S

Degree Dental Hygiene Educational Program( U.S. 21,Korea 3,
Japan 3)

Korea U.S. Japan

oral radiology 3 19
oral radiology(interpretation) 3
periodontics 3 17
dental materials 3 17
expanded function 2
dentistry for special need 1
dental specialities 4 1
pain control 1 12
dental emergency 7
oral medicine 1 1 1
operative dentistry 3 1
pedodontics 3 2
orthodontics 3 1
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Table 4. Courses of Public Health Dentistry in Curriculum of
B.S Degree Dental Hygiene Educational Program (U.S. 21,
Korea 3, Japan 3)

courses Korea U.sS. Japan

public health dentistry 1 2

community oral health 3 14

oral health statistics 2 2 2
oral health education 2 14 2
strategy for oral disease prevention 1

community oral health(practice) 3 5 1
preventive dentistry 5 1
oral health promotion 1

oral health outcome 1
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Table 6. Courses of Dental Practice Management in

Curriculum of B.S Degree Dental Hygiene Educational
Program ( U.S. 21, Korea 3, Japan 3)

courses Korea US. Japan
dental hygiene theory and practice 3 21 2
clinical practice 2 4
dental hygiene practice 10 1
preventive dental therapy 1 1
treatment with special need patient 7 2
management with systemic disease 1 1
infection control 1
geriatric dentistry 2 1
clinical seminar 5
dental hygiene internship 3
occupational safety 1
dental hygiene issue 3
dental hygiene project 1

courses Korea U.S. Japan
dental hygiene practice management 3 3
practice management and ethics 2
health care system management 1
health administration
health law and ethics 3 1

health policy and law

communication and behavioral management
ethics

career development

behavioral science 2
dental hygienist-patient relationship

dental health market

health insurance 3
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Table 8. Comparison of Courses between A.S Degree Program and B.S Degree Programs(New Heaven University)

courses A.S degree program B.S degree program
language/humanity Western history Western history
writing and literature writing and literature
communication writing writing
public speech and group discussion/communication  public speech and group discussion/communication
social science P sy.c hology P sy.c hology
sociology sociology
general and organic chemistry general and organic chemistry
biology (lab) biology (lab)
nutrition nutrition
informatiom processing nutrition
biomedical science mathematics(algebra) mathematics(algebra)
mathematics mathematics
biochemistry biochemistry
microbiology(lab) microbiology(lab)
anatomy and physiology LII anatomy and physiology LII
oral biology oral anatomy oral anatomy
general and oral pathology general and oral pathology
public health dentistry public oral health dental hygiene public oral health dental hygiene
introduction to dental hygiene introduction to dental hygiene
dental hygiene concepts 1 - I - III - IV dental hygiene concepts I - II - III - IV
clinical dental hygiene advanced dental hygiene practice advanced dental hygiene practice

- dental hygiene internship
- dental hygiene project

radiology radiology
.. . periodontics instructional planning and media
clinical dentistry . .
dental material dental material

- oral medicine
dental practice management - oral health delivery system
research - dental hygiene research
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Table 10. Prerequisite Courses of Dental Hygiene Program (10
schools)

category courses
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english eng TS ..

english writing

biology

L chemistry

basic science .

mathematics

statistics

micro biology

biochemistry

nutrition

physiology

human anatomy

anatomy and physiology

human physiology

psychology

sociology

biomedical science

social science

_ —
COoO N LA —-—RNOdOUNES I LN KZ

B.S dgree A.S degree B.S degree (2 years) degree completion distance education
Bridgeport o (¢} (¢} - o
Detroit mercy O - - o -
New Haven (0] o - o -
Northern Arizona O - - o o
Ohio o - - - 0
South Dakota o O - - -
Southern California O - - 0 -
Tennessee - - (e} - _
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