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Abstract

The Knowledge and Needs of Hospice
for Inpatients’ Family

Sung Hee Ko and Hyun Kyung Kim'

College of Nursing, Chonbuk National University, Department of INursing,
Jeonbuk Science College, Jeonju, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to survey the knowledge and needs of hospice for
inpatients” famly.

Methods: This study was carried out with 277 inpatients’ families at J General Hospital located in |
city, Korea during the period from March to May, 2004. The data were collected through a self-
reporting questionnaire constructed by the authors. The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics
and xtest with SPSSWIN 10.0.

Results: 83.8% of the respondents heard about hospice mostly through mass communication. 76.9%
of the respondents recognized hospice to be helpful and to provide comfort during the remainder of
life and to confront the moment of death. Most of the respondents responded positively to the
necessity of hospice service, and would receive hospice if necessary. 76.5% of them would consider
arranging preparation for death if he/she were to be diagnosed with a terminal illness. 63.9% of the
respondents wanted only to be with their family members, 31.4% wanted both the family and hospice
members at the moment of death. They named the best helper among the hospice members to be the
nurse. 81.6% of the respondents wanted a hospice institution to be established, 23.8% of them report
that the most adequate hospice management institution would be the hospice ward in hospital.
Conclusion: Consequently, most respondents wanted hospice services. So Korean society is in need
of developing adequate teaching and care programs for hospice according to local needs.

Key Words: Cognitions of hospice, Needs of hospice, Family
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of the Study
Sample (n=277)

Characteristics n (%)
Male 86 (31.0)
Gender  pomale 191 (69.0)
Age 18~29 51 (184)
30~39 77 (27.8)
40~49 70 (25.3)
50~59 39 (14.1)
60~69 26 94)
>70 years 14 (5.1)
Marital Married 221 (79.8)
status Unmarried 48 (17.3)
Divorced/Separated 3 (1]
Bereavement 2 (0.7)
Others 3 (1)
Education  Below elementary school 20(72
Middle school 35 (12.6)
High school 124 (44.8)
Above college 98 (354)
Religion None 9 (34.7)
Protestant 88 (31.8)
Buddhism 40 (144)
Catholic 40 (14.4)
Others 13 4.7)
Job Unemployed 124 (447)
Clerk 25 (9.0)
Profession 30 (10.8)
Service 30 (10.8)
Agriculture/Business 38 (13.7)
Others 30 (10.8)
Monthly < 100 105 (37.9)
income 100~150 39 (14.1)
(10,000 150~200 52 (18.8)
won) 200~250 4 (15.9)
> 250 37 (134)
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Table 2. Knowledge and Needs of Hospice (n=277)

Characteristics n (%)
Knowledge of hospice Yes 232 (83.8)
No 45 (16.2)

Source of knowledge School classes 932
about hospice Mass-media 107 (38.6)
Books or magazines 12 (43)

Religion 18 (6.5)
Hospitals 3 (119

Neighbors 13 47)
Others 40 (144)

Definition of hospice Extension of terminally ill patients’ lives 11 4.0
A passive form of euthanasia 7 (25)

Effort to overcome one’s death 10 (3.6)
Help to confront death peacefully 213 (76.9)
Don’t know 36 (13.0)
Needs of hospice Strongly agree 59 (21.3)
Agree 174 (62.8)
Disagree 30 (10.8)

Strongly disagree 5 (1.8)

Don't know 9 (32
Acceptance in need of Yes 220 (79.4)
hospice No 50 (183)

Don't know 7 (25)

Extiegznzlec;f tf:mlcz Z:/er Yes 5 (69
g Y No 252 (91.0)

receiving hospice care

Preparation of death Strongly agree 59 (21.3)
Agree 153 (55.2)

Disagree 15 (54)

Strongly disagree 50 (18.1)

Notice to true condition Strongly agree 80 (28.9)
Agree 163 (58.8)

Disagree 16 (5.8)

Strongly disagree 18 (6.5)
Method to be taken for Every possible method to sustain life 30 (10.8)
the terminally ill Reasonable medical treatment by doctor 52 (18.8)
patients Provision of physical, psychological & spiritual care 173 (62.5)
Minimum treatment to decrease financial burden 18 (6.5)

Others 4 (14)
Wished person to be Family only 177 (63.9)
present at the moment Hospice personnel 8 (29
of death Family and hospice personnel 87 (314)

Alone

5 (18)




Table 2. Continued
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Characteristics n (%)
Best hospice carrier Doctor 60 (21.7)
Nurse 73 (264)
Social worker 9 (32
Clergy 63 (27)
Volunteer 34 (123)
Others 19 (6.9)
Don’t know 19 (69)
Management of hospice ward
for terminally ill patients only ;\{Ii)s 2;? ﬁ%g
Type of management of hospice Home hospice M (123)
Hospice units 66 (23.8)
Scattering hospice 47 (17.0)
Hospice facilities 57 (20.6)
Public hospice 56 (20.2)
Others 10 (3.6)
Don't know 7 (25)
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Table 3. Knoeledge of Hospice according to Characteristics of the Study Sample

. Yes No 2

Characteristics n (%) n (%) X df P

Sex Male 63 (733) 23 (26.7) 10.10 1 001
Female 169 (88.5) 22 (11.5)

Age 18~39 116 (90.6) 12 94) 2924 2 000
40~59 % (86.2) 15 (13.9)
>60 years 22 (55.0) 18 (45.0)

Education Below elementary school 8 (40.0) 12 (60.0) 4546 3 000
Middle school 23 (65.7) 12 (34.3)
High school 109 (87.9) 15 (121)
Above college 92 (93.9) 6 (6.1)

Monthly <100 75 (71.4) 30 (28.6) 18.88 2 .000
income 100~200 83 (91.2) 8 (88)
(10,000 >200 74 (914) 7 (8.6

won)

Table 4. Definition of Hospice according to Characteristics of the Study Sample

Extention of

Effort to Help to

terminally Af pass:)\;e overcome confront  Don't
Characteristics ill patients’ OO one's death know & df P
. euthanasia A
lives n (%) death peacefully n (%)
n (%) n (%) n (%)
Sex Male 4 47) 335 781 56(651) 16 (186) 129% 4 011
Female 7 (37) 4 (21 3 (16 157 (822) 20 (105)
Age 18~39 4 (31) 323 539 106 (828 10 (78 2321 8 .003
40~59 5 (4.6) 218 2(18 87 (798 13 (119
>60 years 2 (5.0) 260 3((75 20 (500) 13 (325)
Education Below elementary school 2 (100) 0 (00) 0 (00) 10 (500) 8 (40.0) 4534 12 .000
Middle school 257 000 129 19 (43 13 (371)
Hight school 432 540 4((32 10381 865
Above college 331 2200 5361 8 @827 771
Monthly <100 7 (6.7) 438 986 59 (562 26 (248 4433 8 .000
income  100~200 1(L1) 222 000 8 (1) 666
(10,000 >200 367 132 1312 72889 449

won)
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Table 5. Need of Hospice according to Characteristics of the Study Sample

Strongly . Strongly  Don't
Characteristics agree Ag(r;(; Drllsa(%r)ee disagree  know X df P
n (%) ’ Y n(% (%)
Marital Married 48 (217) 142 (643) 23 (104) 209 6(27) 3059 8 .000
status Unmarried 8 (167) 29 (604) 7 (146) 1(21) 3(63)
Others 3375 3(375 000 2250 0(00)
Education Below elementary school 3 (150) 9 (450) 5(250) 3 (150) 0 (0.0) 3858 12 000
Middle school 4(114) B (7)) 4114 000 4 (114
Hight school 29 (34) 78 (629) 13 (105) 2 (16) 2 (L)
Above college 23 (235) 64(653) 882 000 3@31
Monthly <100 18 (171) 59 (562) 18 (171) 4 (38 6(7) 199 8 011
income 100~200 17 (187) 66 (725) 5(65 1(11) 22
(10,000 won) >200 24 (296) 49 (605) 7 (86) 0 (00) (12)
Table 6. Acceptance in Need of Hospice according to Characteristics of the Study Sample
. Yes No don’t know )
Characteristics n (%) n (%) n (%) X df P
Monthly <100 71 (676) 31 (295) 3 (29) 1552 4 004
income 100~200 78 (857) 11 (121) 2 (22)
(10,000 won)  >200 71 (87.7) 8 (9.9) 2 (25)
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Table 7. Experience of Taking Hospice Care according to Characteristics of the Study Sample

. Yes No 3
Characteristics n (%) n (%) X df p
Religion None 5 (52 91 (M4.9) 13.78 4 008
Protestant 14 (159) 74 (84.1)
Buddhism 0 (0.0) 40 (100.0)
Catholic 6 (15.0) 34 (85.0)
Others 0 (0.0) 91 (%4.9)
Table 8. Preparation of Death according to Characteristics of the Study Sample
Strongly . Strongly
E4 T8 agree ﬁgr(yee Dlsa%/ree disagree ¢ dfd P
n (%) (%) n (%) n (%)
Age 18~39 31 (242) 68(31) 7(5 2(172) 1537 6 018
40~59 2 (02 68 (624 2(18) 17 (156)
>60 years 6 (150) 17 @25 11 (27.5) 11 (27.5)
Education Below elementary school 3 (150) 6 (300) 2(100) 9 (4500 2569 9  .002
Middle school 267 2714 386 5 (143
Hight school 24 (194 70 (565) 5 (40) 25(202)
Above college 30 306 52331 5(GB1 11112
Religion None 18 (188) 53(552) 6(63) 19(198) 2853 12 .005
Protestant 25 (284 50 0G68) 111 12159
Buddhism 4 (100) 205000 1 (250 15 (375)
Catholic 925 223500 6 (150 3(75)
Others 3(31) 8615 177 177
Monthly <100 2 (210) 46 (438 7(67) 30(286) 200 6 .003
income 100~200 14 (154) 59 (648) 4 (44) 14 (154)
(10,000 won) >200 23284 480593 4149 6(74
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Table 9. Notice to True Condition according to Characteristics of the Study Sample
Strongly . Strongly
Characteristics agree l:gz;; Dlllsa(%r)ee disagree x df P
n (%) 0 0 n (%)
Age 18~39 4 (344 T3G70) 431 7 (5 1264 6 049
40~59 30 (275) 66 (606) 6 (55) 7 (64)
>60 years 6 (150) 24 (600) 6 (150) 4 (100)
Education  Below elementary school 3(150) 10500 3 (150 4200 3366 9 000
Middle school 3 (86) 24 (686) 5(143) 3 (86)
High school 3B (266) 76(613) 50 1081
Above college 41 (418) 53 (541) 3 (31) 1 (10)

Table 10. Method to be Taken for the Terminally lli Patients according to Characteristics of the Study

Sample
Physical,
Sustainment Reasonable psychological Minimum Others
Characteristics of life  treatment & spiritual  treatment N < df P
n@% (% care nw "%
n (%)
Age 18~39 13 (102) 14 (109 9 (742 4(31) 2(6 271 8 003
40~-59 10 (9.2) 8 (57) 62 (569) 873 109
>60 years 7 (175 10 250) 16 (400) 6 (150) 1(25)
Education None 12 (125 8091 67 (76.1) 445 000 3549 16 .00
Protestant 9 (102) 14 (350) 17 (425) 375 00
Buddhism 6 (150) 6 (150) 27 (67.5) 2360 375
Catholic 2 (5.0) 2229 52 (42 9094 100
Others 17 2(154 10769 000 0(00)
Monthly <100 20 (19.0) 25 (38) 46 (438) 13(124 110 3512 8 000
income 100~200 5 (6.5) 10 110 72 (79.1) 222 2Q2
(10,000 won) ~ >200 562 17@Q0) 59 367 102
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