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A Study on Information Graphics in the Middle School
Social Studies Textbooks
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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative case study 1s to understand how the
idea of data view and information graphics is used in the social studies
middle school textbooks. Data were collected through national curriculum
documents and social studies middle textbooks for 7 — 9 grades.

We set up three questions for this studies; what kinds of information
graphics are used in the textbooks, how the graphics are organized in the
social studies middle school, and how the 7th social studies curriculum is
related with the 7th national mathematics curriculum.

Through the data analysis, we found that 1) photographs, illustrations,
information maps, etc.,, are used and frequencies of their usages are in
descending order, 2) double lines graphs, circle graphs, and stripe graphs
are often adopted for the comparison of populations, 3) the relation of the
two subjects curricula is not so good, especially in the curriculum steps
of informaion maps, scatter diagrams, and comparison of populations.

Finally we suggest that new web site of data view or information
graphics be provided for two curricula, workshop of information graphics
are needed for social studies teachers.

Keywords : information graphics, information maps, national curriculum
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A Study on Information Graphics
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