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Abstract
New Paradigm in exhibition organization at the National Museum

of Contemporary Art

Eun-ju Choi

Since the evaluarion of its intellectual activities and ahilities is done by curator’ s
capubilities. planning exhibition is very important as the final result achicved by their own
knowledge, information, and research.

ARPA(Advanced Rescarch Project on Arts) is suggested as the system which enables
curators responding simultancously to the society in the times, based on s special
characteristics. TF this systern seuldes well, which means thae the curators at NMCAUNational
Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea) play their roles as the professionals in each of their
fields, the goal of consolidating the stas of museum as the representative nadonal
muscum. and building up competent department of curators, will be achieved at the same
time.

To clarify above, the curators set up the various assignments of research ubout the
types of arts such as painting, Korean painting. sculpture. instatlation. new-media. design,
cralt, photogurphy, architecture, cte. And they establish the art objects classified by the
regions, such as the Northern American, Southern American, Furopean, Asian, and other
Third Waorkl countries. They elaborate ast objects more on the history, the work, the artist.
and the issue of contemporary art. Furthermore, when the curators devote deeper study to
those research subjects, they can have the opportunities to design an exhibition upon the
rescarch.Today, the museum of art is The Place for Communication and Encounter | it is
regarded important ro share the acsthetical, creative values with current artists, and 10
understand mutually with (he spectators. It is necded to improve the curator s work. in
order to meet the demands of the times and even (o advance. Because the form of
‘exhibition” is the ool that reveals the identity NMCA aiming at. the motivation, the
development, and the realization should be leaded by the curators. who are the
mainstream of the museutn. ARPA is a system for identitying the exhibition like mentioned
above . The main purpose of this sysiem is (o produce synergy effect, having the
researching. collecting work in lizison with planning exhibition. ARPA will be able o

improve the quality of exhibition through the way of developing the exhibition, pussing
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through the stable process in the fong run.

So far, I have referred to a new paradigm of the exhibition design at NMCA via
ARPA. Yet, there still remain missions in readity, such as analyzing the previous exhibition
and reshuffling personnel and system, which should be done. When these matters settled,
these plans would be suggested practically. At this point. @t is the most signiticant that
NMCA is attempting to let others aware of the importance of exhibition planning based on
rescurch. when the ARPA and exhibition planning is conjoined together successtully, the
competent exhibition will be achieved. which can offer a meaningful exhibition to the art
world, strengthen infra structure thru exchanging with public museum in the region. and

eventually, establish a network with muscum in forcign countries.
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