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Rawls’ Liberal Theory of Justice and Ecological Justice*
Byung-Doo Choi**
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Abstract : This paper considers some significances and limitations in application of Rawls’ liberal theory of justice
to conceptualization of environmental and ecological justice. It first reviews Rawls’ liberal theory of justice, then
examines how his theory of justice considers natural resources and can be applied to develop distributive theory of
environmental justice, and finally explores what kinds of problems would be generated when Rawls’ theory of
justice is to be extended to animals and other natural components. In Rawls’ theory of justice the status of natural
resources is described as a objective condition for justice, but it is argued that natural resources should be seen as
a substantial component of just production and distribution. It also can be stressed that his theory of justice does
not secure a just result of resource distribution, even though it has a great significance for just procedure of
distribution. Finally, it seems hardly possible to extend Rawls’ theory of justice to animals and other natural
components to develop a Rawlsian theory of ecological justice, because liberalism and Westemn tradition of science
on the basis of which Rawls’ theory of justice has developed presuppose an ontological dualism of human beings
and other natural components, and hence cannot recognize the inherent value of nature.

Key Words : Rawls’ theory of justice, environmental justice, ecological justice, just distribution of natural resources,

animal right, the inherent value of nature.
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29 <AE>NAM, ALFEA = o9} o] A
o Folz wWiAA 7o =99 HE A9}
I A5 47 53 fdste #43 Ash
el wiEo] Baf obfd AHA AFe] gk
olg]gk €29 Asllv 19 7] AREE A
Al WslstA] gdom, o™ Alz)e] RAel= 29
FZo| 7IRI8t7] R ASA FEe r)dlsth
I FA3) & 10 9std,

o AL AU 2%
17401] A& A
oA @
_3_ uﬂo Ao 29 JQ 7HA]
3 ‘/}Z-—_} T Atk - obvkE @i §A
W 2 77t 2 vate AAs &
2ol s T4 Y 7
Y & GE AHE AT
2ol (E2, 2000, 100).
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& RE AQSd B ROtk wF ol A
A B e olsl 2aldA EAYL S Re
Ae] (AA EE JUA) o] ohie ASA
AH 2 golete W BEBthe oA o
o2 AT aE Aol B oHE T2
ke 2 M 24 BAES Fostn ok
2R, AAe Balo) poR HAT HF Ay
2 Fold Aoz JEHAW, Aol ARH (Y

SAAZ B3 AW, oleld uHPAN ¥
W Aledez AR AdE A9 3
o, B4 499 olge #3 FFOE o]Fol
o webd o Alkel A9 088 ThE Alge o
$ol A7PRH0R G WA W] REF
BB e AAZ 371 oy AR, U7
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25402 AT Uk
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s e AEE A B 229 oleld

Asfell WAE EAMNET tE] AHH 2 o

7], EX|9} 2o B3y
H 2 ats g AT ks
Aol o3 AfE7] Hihs BE ARFEC o)
TELE o]&HI AAAEE
o] ALE FAAEC] oS FH3L A4EY o
ABAE A7) HEte el o2 AMgRg
H, e FALsdAA G FdalE vX7] g7
o Aen BHE 4ed FUE iAol ok
oeba Ahge] AAe BE 9 24 ofgo] g
Bl spol H&Hr] otk agdx
st AAAde AEY AlY g4S Sl
of #9 "g F83 IS HEde 3, & A
A 7187 HollAM, GARES AT ALS
o @l 7FA7E sttt & ¢ o ek §
AR oJEdte] AESHE ALEY TAYENA
AAA Y= d5Fo g a7 AtHLuper-Foy, 1992;
374, 2004).

olzfgt HolX ThA] B=9] Ho &AM AAlH
Ao A dxA 94, 183 27k 948
< AL Fujo] HEa B 5 Qo Z vl
AL i3 A s FFL £ JertE 4
et FR9] Aty AzH g HdL FHE
s, BE ARNEAAY B olz} viiq S
Fiste)EL A9 At oo A3 U= G
AL E Qo] GARMER 419 Jide 7}
AL glen, 1 e FAF Wgd] usiMe
o9 Zetia dAEE, §zhe] dae ¥
BA Fol dall e AREE] T4 & Stk
e A2 AT 4 gl o] A ¥
AL AL5H FEEE oyl A FRAE
88 F Aok duvsid, AAES ol Frt

3
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KXicistal Xl #1114 A43.(2005)
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9 ARNE] o B F2 AXshel & oW ol
FE G132 olsE] mEolrt

e @, 924 Qolns Ade ARH of
$2 A1) oe) BASH d¥o] 84 Fsle B
a8 BAS) P e Bade 49
4G 2AZ ANE 5 Aok A2, BALE A
Sol B A7t BEHSAG By 59 2
S gl A% o)z A3 WS P Abgre 4
HE 24 W) oA Ak oled A9, Wz
(Wenz, 1988, 244)7 AN st o], #7bt 1
48 5 9E FrAe Dozt AU B
we ol g Tiie sde $A W 2
Aol Z19d FRe Aol oleld gl
B A5 A5 QL] Heh HapalR(EE 3
EEE R RE LT EERERE A ISEE
5 o] FYskd 4 917 WRolch olefd ol

N Ez9 Holge BHRosh Belste) A4
Foh} BelFolune o A¥sita Feen

2) B3R Higo] {ot Exo] 7

B2 Al AEHod B3 oy =9E
S AEskE HAA 19 o]2o] FFE £ 3l
T FAES AH ARsEA, ol dis) e
AsE AAFVE ok E27} 19 0|29
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7 Aoln}. “shbs Al tidk -2 &3t
st AHeols FAste Aotk - gE e
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NdEs 9458 sty ol sk o
ARl - g Al WA EAlE F2A
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TEle A7t TEold tE Ad At oA
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A9 1A ATEES
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S vXe 84 dEg v
°i—‘:— AXY wolt}”
s A=ojol & BAlE $LT A1H
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HE g HZo] oFFolgta Azt E20)
o2W 7 Ade 3ot £9 ol58 HAs)
of 3 Mot oljEl HYH HYE S AEES &
A3 fAsloF ala, 3 AAZ AR ZFHo
A FE 9F 717 B FEE) Folok P (Rawls,
1971, 286). o]%A FHE AR ¢ vl A
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EZe o)FA AZE Folof & go] B
ol FE7IE A ErbssiAT, fa7HE
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Al 2A ol2d dHse e 848 £
A= Holth. § F2& A9 Aoge] FiA
3ol Aoz HEdra YsiAn v
AAAEL 29 Hojgo] FAH A= 1o
2 HEHook drta FAgrHLanghelle, 2000
),
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Ao Yato] AWIEL g2 AW SAY A
# Az s nES WA Bde W Hes
31, o]#j3 Astoz <l AMEL YuAo g A}
SIAYEN gHddy g3 18la ExE
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