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ABSTRACT

Deokjin Park in Jeonju City was the site of a pond during the Koryo Period. Although Jeonju City has
developed rapidly in modern times, Deokjin Pond was preserved and was developed into a park. It can be
theorized that Deokjin Pond’s latent character has made it possible for it to adapt to the changes it has undergone
through the years.

In this study, the placeness of Deokjin Park is determined by examining its role in the adaptation process.
Placeness can be determined by examining the objective character of a certain environment and the subjective
experience related to it. For this paper, documents about the history of Deokjin Park were examined so that
the facts related to it could be established. In addition, a number of Jeonju citizens were asked about their
memories of Deokjin Park since memories reveal people’s subjective experiences.

The results of this study can be summarized as follows. Deokjin Pond is an ideal space for Feng Shui.
It is a holy place because the tomb of the founder of the Chosun Dynasty is close to it. In addition, it has
scenic value as it is part of the Jeonju Palkyoung (eight sceneries). To this day, we can see people washing
their hair in the pond, proof that Deokjin Pond is still the subject of folk beliefs. When Korea was under
Japanese rule, Deokjin Pond became Deokjin Park because of its ideal location, scenic value, and grand
possibilities as an amusement center. Over the years, though, its scenic value decreased after the death of
its pine trees. Jeonju City, however, was able to revive the park’s charm though a series of renovation projects
and through the addition of several facilities. Deokjin Park is now surrounded by many cultural buildings.
The significance of Deokjin Park can be expected to evolve with these changes. This study helps to predict

Corresponding author: Jong-Sang Sung, Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Graduate School of Environmental Studies,
Seoul National University, Seoul 151-742, Korea, Tel.: +82-2-880-1423, E-mail: jssung@snu.ac.kr
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the future of Deokjin Park and to elucidate the importance of landscape architecture from the point of view

of an "evolving place.”

Key Words: Adaptation Process, Evolve, History, Memory, Renovation
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