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Catalytic Decomposition of Hydfogen Peroxide
for Application on Micro Propulsion

Sungyong An* - Jongkwang lee* - Seongmin Rang* - Sejin Kwon**

ABSTRACT

An experimental investigation of a microthruster that uses hydrogen peroxide as a monopropellant is
described. The study comprises of preparation method of silver as a catalyst and performance
evaluation of a mesoscale reactor. Reduction of silver in H; at 500 C resulted in the best reactivity of
all the treatment method tested. A mesoscale reactor was built to find the optimum configuration for
full decomposition of propellant. The catalyst bed was made of a glass wafer substrate sputtered with
silver and had a length of 20 mm. We measured the conversion rate with varying feed rate of H;O,
and preheating temperature. With the feed rate of HO, the space time within the reactor varies as
well. For the bed length of 20 mm, space time more than 480 s was required for full conversion.

= g

HAeras GUFAAZE AMRSHE wio]lZE2 FHI1E A% 4¥H A7E FHHAT A7l
< Evf B3 Wy vz2AY wErle 4sErbl B3 AFE ATk AEF A 7HA 84
W F, 500 T 4 Sd¥ ZAe 7P FL weAS 7HEE 2 stk AN 49 B
Z27% 27 8 dWz2AYE w7t AFEAY S =S A AAAE 20 mm Hole #¥
dolsg Fviste & Fvie 2¥EY AT FASFE TF FEF =g WS T W
FEE §3FE HA7IY el 489S FYSAN LS 54 FAY 20 mm HE oA F
WA S ST S A8 480 ofdel FAZIol a7 EHH

Key Words: Microthruster(vlol3Z 2 8 7]), Monopropellant(td 5=714]), Hydrogen Peroxide(}%k
8}, Silver Catalyst(2 Z7)), Activation(¥/33}), Reactor(¥+-8-71)

t 20054 89 299 M5 ~ 2005L:1 149 219 A
*Sysle, BRAeIEd FBEFBEY LA B
- 384, FEAN/ & FEEF I

&A1}, E-mail: melody@kaist.ac.kr



2 oYE - o

OB

g -

el - AME B AT B o8|

HZ w=A
(MEMS) 7l&9 @2 7|&9 FXNE 2¥s
Al71EE A7 AlxH st 71Ee] J1A Tt
To2e A% 7t AVI% A FAE
) AEe 288 ofelgol AR, A}
234 71¢¢ o8 1 ¥AE FuY 4
slo] 7 Eopiz olE AEF ATs} Pl
A9 Folgh :
CHlAE Aol @A HUA $FEokd
sle} molaz 144 el AARTHI o
£ U Ugdge S8 1B Ads g
3 wolaz 945 Puoz L83 A
o2 Q% HTEL VAN FA6] wA
Mg w4 A% Brh 2ae el Aok
53, vlol2z 9149 1T B AAANE A%
Y42 AEe vholaz si4e gl 2
Aste HFo) A oA AP we} vlojaz
DAFAA FY7[2], mlolag SUYFAA F
g71[38), sholaz olF %714 27), sjojaz
FE 7k FH74], 7k A7) - A2 e
g% 297 § A 1A WHY slolaz
22709 22718 98 712377 WA Fol
. o] 3 slolaz VYRR FEAE AAS
2 Fezdo] golskn 8T %9 W9
b We ® oge} o)F FA Fesjo) wlg
27} gl TA} e Aol ol
SEE R EEE- 1o

Az vlolaz wYRAA FH/E AFEE
JFo 2= NASA¢9 Vermont thete] FFEdA+
283 329 4% U U A7 1§ Sl 3
o Hitt 5519 97& slelaz $8s)e A7
< olFolR oy FAAI &H8] B3 HA &
3 FFe] FIAAZ =E2 FAEE EAFH
Slth. Xupeng 56l F2A E3E H3 1A
2o Zujzt obd A3 FE AEIT FHof

TRE <8 "AtEE

x2

g F2Ag 2ol FPAN WAL Ev)
g 3 AHEH 2ol =28 Fa WEH
tH) o] A% GUFAA F71Y B el
A Ea.

wAEAA melaz FYsle YwHem

Fig. 13} zro] <A E(injector), ¥F37], xZo
A BEoE FAdEH o] T WEre FIAE
3 AlA HESE 48R =& JMAE vt E
AR e B2 dUdFHA vlojaz F¥
719] 8 A5& AAse dHds ol et
A B ATE GYFIA velaz 87 Mg
9] ZIAFEAN FAA EIE v 2 9§
o #

Injector

P
Reaction

chamber
Nozzle

Fig. 1 Schematic of General Monopropellant
Microthruster

vlola 2 F¥7] A Fo] o]RAAHIE Y
719 #2718 28T o 37 &4E, e £,
AREY =4 T 22 dolg A o
o] At wAy AF HolE 3 2 ukg A
9] HFo] Lolg WERAAY Zv] WEIE A
Fstg e whgr) FAF vl #3 AT

2AAE 9% A9EA 834 ds=
A BT YE FAHELE FRG 2F
EAA AT, F2A BeE A%
Zuj= 2(Ag)e AHstel Fule) AW B4
o) B APL I WLy APl F
AA #% % Zv) W= SEE WA
WzaAY Were) 45HrtE s

2 z0f =4

21 &) 3%
o]z @ Z8r)o] AMLEy] §F =) AR
o o} mBsor T AR Fuje) wEEA,



Mo M4as 2005, 12. ofo[az2 &7

554, A% EA, Az 804, AR Ao
7, 5289 494 2 MEMS A%
aHste]  Hgsirka
FWE dAsdoh & Fujo] A%
71 B bz B AN EHEH]7]
HlEA festn @Y Hujolmg
o Hla] 537 4t 33 vlelmzm
TFZ2E AR o] MEMS 334 9o
&3 =Hed A= #o]ol(seed layer)E
AL HFeo| AR &8 FEFI=
8, 23 H 8 (sputtering) 2.2 Y3l
A4 A SHE F# Ak

-

2742.

_

]_

et
it

N
-

S O oo Mt U ox oo 2 Lo o oF
m
oX.
e
0}

e L PR - R VI - < M < O TR
i
2.‘:

22 2 319 gl Al A=

Evjo RS AY AAAE 4x4 em® 9 =
7], 2500 cell/inch’e] 4 W2 7lxE= A4
22 29 W4 (mesh)E o] &gt Fnjg z
AAE HAShELg S 11 v 4 &
Hof] 10R7 EHHE stz MF 39} ol

T 2HHE o83t FAo] EEeHE(T)ES 500
A FHAFI £(99.99%)& 300 W, 5 mTorr &
Z 2004 1A B¢ ZREIG

H4rgpd B dhgolA & e £ &
Y B 24 dEoly oy Fol m&HW 2
YA & ¥ FEHEH Atsido] A
= E9 WAL ZA TAAZITG5]

N
e
o]
-
ofs
-
rlr
=

23] A}-L-8t
l—tg [eN=4
dojt}. Case 4

*
L
L.

A=A E A X T Ed B B B

Sm(NOs)s MejE & & AxA7
Case 5, 6, 7, 8& A3} AlolF
A9 SR Y
EHA
o]
to 2 Fujzh 4438 HeA Fel
ojtH9, 10]. A}&3 Y ZAL AL
200 C/hr2 Y2572 AEA7]1 64
Y o BAVIA B3 &, etz
Al Bz AlAT W] Absiute] YA = A
= Hagsy] s ¥ Ad AR $a

(4%vol)-22 ER72 Aol Hpstdr)

Ag(NO);3
Ao THS].
He S o7 o
B398 ARk
e SaeAh meeA
Hed o] wyow sl

o

2

£,

=3
Z_l

3o, e o,k
W N R
o ot olo

i oo b

e

DR
ol

Table 1. Condition of Each Test Species

T % A o8 % W

case 1 2 IA¥ ¥ obF AY A ¥

case 2 13 ¥& Ay = A4 Hg

case 3 23] ¥hg AY F dak A

case 4 Ag(NO); = Sm(NO;); = &

case 5 77t A3k & 300CoNA B

case 6 797F sl & 400C oA g

case 7 747 A3 & 500C A B

case 8 7YUZF A3 F 600TCoA A FHY

case 9 747 Ak
23 v 243l 4y

oAl HAitetrd B BN AYEL
71788 #5719k gdaeln wkgAe Eq 137 2
=

H,0,() —>H20(g)+—% O +heat (1)

heat = 54.24 k]| wol

o
43 B, ¥H L% 59 JFL Wy 2
ATl 243 WS 3] Y8 g =27
< sk B3 2AE WA A
M Wg dFE AP Fuje Y Ax



#HMZ

10

Time [sec]
Fig. 3 Effect of HNO; and AgINO)a/Sm(NOs)s

o W W MW &
PrErsRErERRPORER S _
= g o N 3 =2 T o T W
paeTes i _wlwx NEQE RN g
Mﬁ:‘#w_.oo#oo_‘_MMﬂl\AoE.wﬁclﬂ_ﬂ m._,EMﬂM/N.\q ‘_l_o/‘._ﬂoﬂ,.u‘_” ﬂmew%
H@a%»fTﬁoa%.wwmwm,wmﬁo e
B oo — w o P M o oo o T N - SIS
%WWW%Q.@JMo_LQML_LW%W% Mﬂa»%ﬂmﬁrw 2
chelszeadzATirESS paeme E7 -
o ! L —_ T W g < N o 2
— P ﬂm_roo %aq.m,_@.ioo_aa_aﬂuo? & o B oy ® %Wﬂﬂ §8%
T oo oo w2 W B doop A & T T W e M E8g
o o o) Wy < o, K o o T N o B > =9
ﬁo_LﬁHﬂ&Hﬂﬂé%mi% o N o of . 2% gge
ﬂu\__._otmwwhtﬂe ‘;o.l_zlxﬂ%ﬂdoiaﬁooTﬂﬂﬁﬂbﬁﬁﬂmﬂMoM wmmm
<. ! I - — = 2% B o
ﬁﬂmﬂ_mJﬁWﬁfMAonhmﬁumdhafdiaLuﬂ&%%auowa%m 23 § 2
]]A.. [~ o —_— T0 — mss(
%MV@)@@%%;ﬂwﬂahmoﬂja.mowawﬂmo_a}eﬁﬂg -2
= 6K o W ™ T r3) " oo W o <Y il N &g W m2,3,4,
@Mﬁulw@ Ei&r@omﬂﬁﬁwa i%r_bﬂnuomﬂﬁﬂmmaﬂm 28 88
N o @ B odo X o L Ho ey = ! < T Q0 O O
iﬂﬁm@vwn%Wuw%Ew%@wm%%ﬁﬂi%gm b
™ ,Wv QH @ M.# ﬂ%.TL oy R ok T 0o & ‘_.A_a._/‘_u /N\ . m.o ok = o oy e M#.o " [ __
ﬂuﬂﬁ#ﬂaawr.ﬂﬂﬁm%xul%J%M@@@i * -
™ x° o T
S— W W E Y [1eq) ainssaig
c P AT WM K e T
N_M%ﬂ%ﬂmu#TA%MM%EW@E@M%
Eﬂoﬂd%ﬂotﬂuﬂh%ﬂgéEmﬂwlm\ . -
E__i%ﬁﬁo@&ﬂ%nA%zw%%g@c H_— K e
—_ g i . 0 oW . ® ~
.Dl.muL_o,ole_._ATﬂaﬂgdlﬂl% %7AWLHOZ_ﬂ%.‘mI N m ,,o.._ﬂqlz
ﬂ,m,_@anﬂxa%.%wmdl E#EOEEEvE_ﬁo_ElL_ 5 g3 ° Ty
N FlHTET LR T ox oo 8 SE |3 T &
T FE R g P e a® , fpdowm o & :2 [ T oo
LT e E gy R T ELm O™ : =3 g "o
> I Ttz g SR D0 4 . 3 o do ™
=u M E_tml ovom,.%ﬂel.,aﬁmauuz(ul .h/. , - s®2
_z?HME@%%W%E%E&MO%@.;m% . £ A
i N mm oy N — 2w To DX = %
@@&%y%m_/ﬂﬂa‘u;_%mﬂ_cA@mW s Ne £ Em i
T o N E Ay e IV s : g A
© s G 2 R o ) 3 E R )
o_oc,_oinmo%oqréo/ﬂﬂa_ Eooﬁvﬂ Foy N X 5 e S ®
e e ) anbdigelang X 2 1 F o« S
U .ATLﬂE_ﬂWoaﬂr\_.sz =< R ® m N@ T a_e
SRRy TR Py e mET T IR N
TN W B eE oSS T - HER
lcfmom_.aﬂﬂo_ua%%%L_Lmﬂom&%ﬂ%mﬂww z BN
- B Do A S I 8 B = hC
omgeuawmuiﬂﬂwﬂdp\% n:_.wcé_N
2L
S = §

L AE FAZro] A31, o]

_04
=
o)



Ao H4E 2005. 12.

4 . .
—-—Casle 5,300C rleduction ' '
—o— Case 6, 400C reduction
- Case 7, 500°C reduction
—_ 3 —v— Case 8, 600 reduction el
- | At F
®
=)
]
B
2 2
0
]
T
o
1 2
0 2 4 6 8 10
Time [sec]
Fig. 4 Effect of Various Reduction Temperature
41 I Jf&y;{%‘{‘w\ R TS S
=
@
23
g
]
?
3 2
a
L™
'3 ‘T8,
2 1 by —a—— Case 1, No treatment
g —o— Case 4, Sm(NO,), treatment
5 -~ Case 7, H, reduction (500C)
0f | —v— Case 9, 1 week oxidation
0 10 20 30 40 50

Time [sec]

Fig. 5 Summary of Each Case

=4 LS(case 1), Ag(NOk# Sm(NOspE =
& 7Af(case 4), 500 Colr &Y A A
(case 7) B 7Yt 4F8tAIZ] 7 -$(case 9)o]
A% g Fig. 5904 Hmste] Yeel
o] A7 A&E case 9= T&F 29
I viag i §EEA o] A5 yhgA ol

}3

r)t

oo ot

ox 42 rd o oft

'z

AL

o,

3. HZE2AY &0 23|

31 A3Ye

AZA FEH7I7E AAG Aes W] HalA
= FA% FAA7 SAs B Ho st A
B2 wjEEoof dith wetA B g 439

242 FA9 4AS B s Had v
$7) €A AAsed JoH FAL
B 8 A=E Ygie A8eS EHAT
ol 3 HFPd HIYPoezes FHE 1A Al
7 F H= Zdolg ¥erdle AT W= #
ol IAAIZ F {FFE WHIAAVY ¥
£ o] led B dFdMe AP &olA
<& 13ty T2E gt

HA3teae] o)A ¥-3 wHEe Eq 29
2o HAgAE 100% S22 F§55=d o
Hgo] da gutzx oz By s ) ut
ZBA FAA9 Fxd we & n S 7Y
e F @AM AAAELS Eq 37 2ol
Ao B3 s, 7149 #5719 Bt
s R Atk

2H,0,(D+nH ;O D—~(n+2DH, 02+ 052 (2)

aH202(1)+bH20(l)—>cH202(l)+aHzO(l) (3)
+€H2 Oz(g) +fH2 O(g) +802(g)

49 HAFLL 27 98Me Eq 39
Aozt AFE FIHA HudlE HAL °]
Nt 71de] ANES BF AN F
Aok stmg #HAo] HFstu AP
a7t 28 7hsAde] Atk £ d¥dAMe
o BEETE *48}1 TR AE

719Jr FAsreae £FA7)5 Ahe F

me o 4

Hoorx oo 4 N 2 M ooy o
ot ox

shisd clgdes washl He 4
§ sl deg mz}fram.

rh: off b

7J(space time) 2 eﬂg Q_Eo]n} 7J”‘]Zl’°ﬂ o}
g} F3A7 Erte 2 Aolrt o] Fw)

o} ¥E3le Al7te] Eng Hghgo] st
At 37 “1 e wEy] a9 FYFAA F
A 5 FEod =t 2= Eq 4 4o
2% ‘El‘:}. Fu]l HI=E gl ot bk
Aol e o oz FAA AL
2, %o £EolA AE(cold start) A|FoE 9
# 24l £9 371 59 ADE 9L & Yok



6 UM - 0EF - TyEl - WM R
= Reactor vohene __V (4) 2000 E (111)
Fuelﬂowrate Q [ ——— XRD data of pure sliver

— s ~—-=After deposition
331500 -

32 Wiz 2AY ¥kg7) 3 |

ABE FE AN NESAL WIAE A Fuw|

etk WS PuE S0 AW ¥US A 2 | (@)

W2 B3} 04 corb IEE SPE 2= 9 £ sl @

o d=st FUEA FAAEE s A8 A= : k 1

7ol 34 f2E AzSAT B A 42 ok el

AHE B FUA 5L BN 28 dus 2 Theta

275 F3 YstA g

ARe #a folHE 2x1 am’ AV|E AE
F 2 F0) ARYS 98 Hew
500 A 233 F 28 5 m FAZ 3y
o F&% 232 300 W 9], 5 mTorre] =
Z F#FL2 20 cc/mine]t}. Fig. 6
= Aoz He AWe] ¥W R o
W gPatolth. AWEE A vhgo] RAA] ax
7l 8 ¢ 9= BEE v Aslg @4 o8
B}sty] A8 A AWE XA ﬂ@ﬂ/\h]
(XRD)Z zAMSt] 2WE™ @ Zule] o]
& 29 XRD HeExn FUFS A
Fig. 72 XRD Ax}ojt}.

BEAYA] 7] 7]

33 49 2 A7

Zuf Aol FaE vk 4 € AFHHA
T/d& Fig. 8 9% Zvh HY {FHFo=2 F34
& FF37] %’4611 v ZH T (KDS 100)E 0]&-3]
Hom AAE A P4 H 7Y WHELS
& 714A 21’851 e EF7E AA
FAE T8 g%z HEdd FFFFL 3,
10, 15, 20 cc/hr ojm uFEA o UA évﬂ
Ta %’% ez gAdst AR

=
SR S

Fig. 6 SEM Images of Test Species

Fig. 7 XRD Results of Test Species

“Test species

6cm

Fig. 8 Mesoscale Reactor

Heater ]
Camera V4 Br::tbel:a
AN
Ball valve
Syringe Condensor

pump
Fig. 9 Experimental Setup

ZFF A% 2 d4 2xd wE HgE ZAF
£ Table 29} 2t} Fig. 10& o449 259 &
Wsle] wE HEEE, Fig. 11 IAAIZ @3t
o we AL AAE JEdH FTHALS
Eq. 48 %3 A

o3



60 80

Ho# R4S 2005. 12. olo|3 = £87| 228 I8t itsiea Fof o ot
Table 2. Reactor Test Results
f F I AgE [%) 1001 et~
[cc/hr]  [sec] 20°C 50°C 80°C _ el N \
3 480 983 1007 1004 £ \o A\
5 288 886 926 1015 £ sof \O A
10 144 75.5 833 969 =
15 % 633 739 870 3 70r \O
[
20 72 59.3 660 791 £ 60| e withoutheating —,
] —o—50°C preheating
50 —2—80°C preheating
Bg AP A3 FUA FAESEE WS : T T
= =78l SES.
Azl FAkskel Aggol ke AFE B Flow rate [ocih]
At 53] Fig. 1194 Ikl 2e g
ARE WY Aol == AL = Fig. 10 Flowrate vs. Conversion Rate
At "Ll FUe wet ds 717 &
@afch ole wWg7 WS Ao A
3 A}, o] 271 Woll & Ao A 100l e g
HEol o] Mo} Yedl WIEY ¥lgo] ¥ .Zm.
% WeEo) Zujeh WEY & e 2Pl g NF
& 5cc/h
So ABge & FErt 2 Aoz BaEy 2 gl -
AR glo] ALolA WEAY F B$ FTA 5
7o) 4802 o4 ®A Holop ¥ FAFPE B |
- o 2
o, AgE d¥ o) %kol 223t 80 CE 4 5 60t —n-without heating
9 F WA Y 22T ABee ey O o7 S0°C probesting
- o e reneatin
B9 FaATO] WEE HEAHD 2] W A i
oxled @ato A1 oF = oo w 0 100 200 300 400 500
2749 Aol ehiA g ol eEvt & space time [sec]
252 249 ETFH AAY S F 47 _ ,
2] 7)857] & zA0] VAo MLaE Fig. 11 Space Time vs. Conversion Rate
7} FItste] 22 AE¢ES de=d Bad I
Aol ZHadt7] W&ol 100
Figure 12+ %7] d4d %8 7I1EH52E #
A 2gizoltt. 2x A5 wE AEgo] A T ool
Yol 7 FAAT ABes ALt 2 8
2 o ANe AFL BAD o A5 g of /
ZAA B4 Bl Yotk BAFF2E Fo g o :
wg Slo 22z geastAl Sed gedd /O =o= scan
~a&~~10 cc/h
wrd A5 BET WA FAU + A O v —v—t5can
FZolth 2 L& 45 met dRy AT - - ek
7}

Z7}EIEE 20 ColA 50 T2 718 AS
Bt 50 ColA 80 C= =713 A

FFoz Hhgo] JgPEo] HEE o]
A vehd ez wddr

SR

o
S
Z L C‘]

Hr

Preheating temperature ['C]

Fig. 12 Preheating Temperature vs. Conversion Rate




2]
re
ox
0l0
o
0P
i

g

g2 - AMZ SR F ISR

54 =

B ATE BURGEL S0) RHE o8 v
oaz BUFAA 3/ e 27RRoz
A AR Fohel B4, AEAAY W) A
4 3 A% Brsk o= oj AT

oA 7AA B4 Ee T AF 3 &
45 20% R HNO;S FHFIE =&
o) HAT Zoje] £4E AALEE v )
g olgstt slolaz NN AeHTleE

P ARe

2 HE) BN Zo)rt
¥ AAET § b 24 dde e
s

s BRMe Sul9 &4 glol wl
o)

2o 7 FL 84 2AE RYh
2 7] AYAF FoA AE

A BAg Gz FA BIE 95 480% o4
o] FZHAZre] 7R 80 T o F A 288
Z27MA Ak FATE AL A YT 24
2, oA Fee) FAA fIFL V|Eoz Yon
2 FA0l ZAA verde mgsuds 9
o] At FF7)e] ARl 7 Aoz B
"ot ol& AN 7I7] Hal Bt g4d w4
o] a7HY IYH Zvjo WAL FHAIE

A7 "astth B Z2E BYY wlolz
2 BYFAA 387 el Qo] BHY we
7 BN Zole mEAG AU e Aol
8 47 SeuEst At 0e 94% &%
2 4gsE AL 79719 28 A5 dey
7t 92 BAsteh

Z

Ao
rot

1. SWALES AEROSPACE, '"Final
Dispenser  Ship
Feasibility," SAI-RPT-284, 1999

Report -

Nanosat Performance

2. Jongkwang Lee, DaeHoon Lee, Sejin Kwon,
“Design and performance evaluation of
components of micro solid propellant

40th AIAA/ASME/SAE/ASEE
Joint Propulsion Conference and Exhibit,
2004

3. 4%, olulE, AR, “Hejvly AL
ol &3 ®kg7Idl Wi A4¥FH A7 o
#7)A%ts =83 B, A28A 33, 2004,
pp-265-270

4 4%, 2314, 3BY, “volaz F= 7}
& 38718 A8 A7), @333 A,
A8A 23, 2004, pp.54-61

5. Darren L Hitt, Charles M Zakrzwski,
Michael A Thomas, "MEMS-based satellite

micropropulsion via catalyzed hydrogen

thruster,”

peroxide decomposition," Smart Materials
and Structures, October, 2001, pp.1163-1175
6. Chen Xupeng, Li Yong, Zhou Zhaoying,
Fan Ruili, "A homogeneously catalyzed

micro-chemical thruster,” Sensors and
Actuators A 108, 2003, pp.149-154

7.015%, 953, o]F Y, “100Ng HO, @
FA 27 A A FxFFEI
FA & 3], 2005, pp.159-167

8.T. C. F. Munday, L. R Darbee, T. C.

McCormick, “Investigation of Decomposition

Catalyst for 98% Hydrogen Peroxide,"
USAF technical report AFRPL-TR-67-80,
1965

9. {9, AR, “2Yvy AL o dx
NN F2-B7) AEF 7h2el Eu) <
A A S5d4ats|A], 104 15, 2005,
pp-20-26

10. Hyuckmo Kwon, Seongmin Rang, Sejin
Kwon, “Study of Catalytic Decomposition
for Hydrogen Peroxide Gas Generator,”
41th AJAA/ASME/SAE/ASEE
Propulsion Conference and Exhibit, 2005

Joint



