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Shim, Soon-Hee. (2005). A study on the relationship between
student variables and English accomplishment of high school
students. English Language & Literature Teaching, 11(4),
261-286.

Lately, teaching methods and instruments have  become
student-centered and are directed towards developing a communicative
competence of learners. However, compared with that of other
countries, the level of our students English is not very good. I guess
the reason is that our English education is focused on the uniformal
teaching methods regardless of the differences of intelligence, affective
domains and study time. I tried to find the relationship between these
factors and the students’ English accomplishments. So I divided the
students into 2 groups of superior and inferior students by the standard
of intelligence, affective domain and study time and compared the
scores between the groups in the fields of reading comprehension,
grammar, pronunciation, accent, vocabulary, and listening. These were
the results that followed: First, intelligence has a great influence
students’” English accomplishment in all fields. Second, affective
domains such as motivation, anxiety, attitude, confidence, and studying
time also have some influence on the students’ English
accomplishments. Third, the sequence of these factors according to their
influence force are as follows: study time, anxiety, intelligence,
motivation, attitude, and confidence. So we can conclude that we should
teach English according to our students’ ability in the field of
intelligence and affective domains and should not ignore the individual
differences they have.

[affective domain/intelligence/motivation/input hypothesis/
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(1) Hi' What's up? Do you still play soccer at school? In American Schools,
team sports have always been popular among boys. But nowadays girls enjoy
team sports too. Before, most girls just wanted to be cheerleaders. But now
things have changed - they want to be cheered, too! In my school, we have all
kinds of all-girl sports teams including soccer, football, basketball, volleyball
and baseball. A lot of my friends play on these teams, so I decided to join the
soccer team! We play once a week after school, and it’s a lot more fun than I
expected. Well, I have to go now. Write back!

(2) How are you? I'm doing fine. The other day I went to a fast-food
restaurant and asked for a simple hamburger set, which includes French fries
and a drink. When my order came out, I was so surprised. There was too
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much food on my tray! Thinking there was some mistake, I told the person
behind the counter that it was the wrong order. She just looked at me
strangely and said that it was right. Well, it was so amazing because the
regular size of a coke and French fries in the US. is like the largest size in
Korea. And if you order a large fries or coke here, you may not be able to
finish it all because it’s so huge! I really ate a lot!
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