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<Abstract>

A Study on the Purpose of the Elementary Mathematics Education

- Based on Korea and Japan’s Curriculum and Its Handbook which was Revised in the
Last 20th Century -

Lim, Mun-Kyu?

In this study I compared Korea's elementary school mathematics curriculum
and its handbook with Japan's curriculum and its handbook. Based on that work, I
induced some suggestions which is useful to develop mathematics curriculum in
the future.

First, the purposes of Korea's elementary school mathematics curriculum
focused on the system of mathematics, scholastic ability and learning volition. On
the other hand, Japan's curriculum concentrated on the utility of mathematics in
daily life and the motive of learning mathematics.

Secondly, purposes of mathematics education written in Japan's curriculum
handbook, differing from Korea's, are closely divided into concrete items.

Finally, purposes of mathematics education in each grade, written in japan's
curriculum handbook, are presented in outlined form according to general
purpose of mathematics curriculum. The merit of this way is that the researcher
could display flexibilities and creativities in making mathematics textbook.

Keywords: Korea and Japan, curriculum, curriculum handbook, the purposes of
elementary school mathematics
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