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Differences in High Pitch Accents between News Speech and Natural Speech

A& 8%-0 F A3
Yun-hui Choi - Joo-Kyeong Lee

ABSTRACT

This paper argues that news speech entails a distinct intonational pattermn from natural
speech, effectively reflecting that it primarly focuses on providing new information. We
conducted a phonetic experiment to compare the tonal contours between news speech and
natural speech, examining the distributions of pitch accents and the overall pitch ranges. We
utilized 70 American Press (AP) radio news utterances and 70 natural utterances extracted
from TV dramas. Results show that news speech involves 3.38 H*'s (including L+H* and 'Hx)
within an intonational phrase (IP) or intermediate phrase (ip) whereas natural speech, 1.8 in
average. The number of IP/ip's per sentence is 3 in news speech, which is shown in the
highest rate of 32.07% of the news speech, but it is merely 1, taking up the highest 41.42% in
natural speech. Next, declination tends to be prevented in news speech, and the pitch range is
much greater in news speech than in natural speech. Finally, a secondary stress syllable is
comparatively frequently given a pitch accent in news speech, explicitly distinct from natural
speech. These results can be interpreted as stating that news has the particular purpose of
providing new information; every content word tends to be given a Hx or its related pitch
accent like L+H=* or !H* because news speech assumes that every word conveys new
information. This definitely brings about more IP/ip's per sentence due to a human
physiological constraint; that is, more H#'s will cause more respiratory breaks. Also, greater
pitch ranges and pitch accents imposed on secondary stress may be attributed to exaggerating
new information. '

Keywords: news speech, natural speech, intonation, informativeness
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