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Abstract

A Historical Approach to the Development of Democracy
and the Archival Society in Korea
OH, Hang-Nyeong

‘Governance’ is a subject that is widely discussed these days in the
government and the academic world. | think that the new concept,
‘governance’, is a strategy to develop the democracy of the society in its
institutional and functional aspects.

When we are going to discuss about governance, public records and their
relationships, without understanding the meaning of ‘public’ in Korea, we
cannot expect to discuss the matter precisely. It is said that Korean public
service sectors are awash with authoritarianism and unreasonableness, and that
they are at the center of seething corruption and bribe scandals.

It is the legacy that the regimes adopted in the aftermath of the Japanese
colonial rule for 35 years. The colonial legacy included not simply the practice
of the Japanese colony, but also people who had collaborated the Japanese.
The American military government and Rhee, Sung-Man regime also
appointed the same officials to government posts. As was the same case in
other areas including economy, press, education, politics, law, etc.

In this point of view, “Righting historical wrongs”, a controversial issue
now in Korea, aims at establishing the right relationships between an
individual and the public, and eventually laying the foundation of democracy
for future generation, a procedure of achieving good governance.

Apparently, Korea has made progress in developing democracy, as well as



in reforming the government policy and organization. Many independent
commissions are performing the projects instead of the government institutions
that mandated to do the job, but has not played their roles.

The e-government projects in Korea was launched in 2001 by the former
administration. However, the confusion of records-management after the
promulgation of the act is the result of the lack of strategy and the
inconsistency of the vision.

Good record-keeping supports effective, transparent and accountable
government. Accountability is a key element of good governance. It is a
recognized fact that without information, there is no guidance for
decision-making, and accountability. Thus without records, there is no
accountability for the decisions of actions.

Transparency means that the decisions taken and their enforcement are
carried out based on led-out rules and regulations. When both accountability
and transparency are non-existent, good governance is bound to fail.

Archival institutions have to give an attention to inner-governance because
of the new trend of archival practice, namely  'macro-appraisal’. This
'macro-appraisal’ is a kind of a functions-based approach. However,
macro-appraisal focuses not just on function, but on the three-way interaction
of function, structure and citizen, which combined reflect the functioning of
the state within civil society, that is to say, its governance.

In conclusion, the public and democracy are major challenges in the Korean
society. The so-called good governance requires good record management. In
this respect, records managers are in the front line of instituting good
governance, and achieving better public and democracy for future generation,

a procedure of achieving good governance.



