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Clinical Experience of Foreign Body Granuloma in
the Apex of Orbit

Hye Won Paik, Jong Woo Choi, Hyun Kwon Chong,
Paik Kwon Lee, Sang Tae Ahn

Department of Plastic Surgery, Our Lady of Mercy Hospital,
College of Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea, Seoul,
Korca

It is often difficult to identify and localize intraorbital
foreign bodies despite of modern high-resolution imaging
investigation. Especially, posteriorly located foreign bodies
have increased risks of morbidity that surgical approach
is often complicated. No matter how trivial it seems,
retained foreign body, particularly organic in nature, may
give rise to severe orbital and cerebral complications. High
clinical suspicion, proper diagnostic studies, timely referral
to a skilled orbital surgeon are mandatory.

We report a case of intraorbital wooden foreign body
that required two separate exploration for removal. Initial
exploration failed to identify and locate the foreign body
completely. After the operation, fistula formation and pu-
rulent discharge were developed and the imaging inves-
tigation results were equivocal, complicating the manage-
ment. A second exploration yielded multiple intraorbital
wooden foreign body in the apex of orbit. The patient fully
recovered without complication. The evaluations and the
details of management strategy are discussed.

Key Words: Foreign body, Apex of Orbit
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Fig. 1. Initial CT taken 3 months after
falling down injury. (Left) axial view.
(Right) coronal view. '
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Fig. 2. CT after the 1st incision and
drainage operation. (Left) axial view.
(Right) coronal view.
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Fig. 3. A 39-years-old male with fistula formation and chronic Fig. 4. MRI before the 2nd incision and drainage operation.
purulent discharge in Rt, lower eyelid after the 1st incision and Transverse section shows a well delineated foreign body in the
drainage operation. Rt. orbit (arrow).

Fig. 5. Intraoperative view and Removed
foreign bodies. (Left) Dissection along the
fistula. (Right) 0.5-1cm sized multiple
wooden debris.
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Fig. 6. Postoperative View after the 2nd incision and drainage
operation.
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