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The Cognition Study of the Freshman in College
About Aesthetic Plastic Surgery
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Recently, as standard of living has been improving
and awareness of well-being has been generalized,
people's desire pursuing beauty has been spreading
across the world. We made a survey with 184 gradua-
ting high school girls in December 2003. According io
the survey. 57.6% of them knew about plastic surgery,
41.8% of them knew well about whole field of plastic
surgery, and 60.3% of them wanted to have an
aesthetic surgery. 44.6% got an information about an
aesthetic surgery from general public and 27.6% from
TV, respectively. Regarding the use of aesthetic sur-
gery, 59.8% answered that it makes them more con-
fident about themselves rather than just to be beauti-
ful. 78.8% of them have complaints about how they
look. Finally, as the personal desire to make them-
selves look beautiful to others increases, so does the
interest in aesthetic plastic surgery. In conclusion, as
the society of plastic and reconstructive surgeons, we
still need more effort for the correct cognition and
awareness of plastic surgery among general publlc
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Item Yes No No-answer Total
Do you understand what plastic surgery is? 106(57.6%) 48(26.1%) 30(16.3%) 184(100%)
Do you understand what aesthetic plastic surgery is? 76(41.3%) 76(41.3%) 32(17.4%) 84(100%)
Table Il. Result of Cognition Study about Plastic Surgery(1l)
[tem Number  Percent(%)
What does plastic surgery practice for patients?
Only an aesthetic surgery like double eyelid, nasal augmentation etc. 35 191
Only a reconstructive surgery like burn, hand reconstruction, treatment of skin cancer etc. 5 2.7
Practice operation when dermatologic surgery is needed 2 11
Include all of the above 77 418
Exclude all of the above 3 1.6
No-answer 62 337
Do you have any wishes improving your appearance with aesthetic surgery?
Yes 111 60.3
No 37 201
Not interest 36 19.6
If you want to have aesthetic surgery, where do you want?
Private clinic, Not board-certified physician 2 18
Private clinic, Board-certified plastic surgeon 79 712
Board-certified plastic surgeon at general hospital 30 27.0
If less expensive, I don’t care 0 0
From where do you get an information about aesthetic surgery?
General public 82 446
vV 51 27.6
Newspaper 30 16.3
Internet 15 8.2
Magazine 4 2.2
Other 2 11
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Table Ill. Result of Cognition Study about Aesthetic Plastic Surgery

Item Number Percent(%)
Which part of your face do you want to improve with an aesthetic surgery?
Eye 53 47.8
Nose 34 30.6
Jaw 12 10.8
Forehead 4 3.6
Lip 5 45
Other 3 2.7
Which part of your body do you want to improve with an aesthetic surgery?
Abdomen 16 144
Thigh 32 288
chest 24 21.6
calves 21 189
forearm 8 4.3
Other 10 9.0
Do you have ever gotten an aesthetic surgery?
Yes 2 11
No 170 92.3
I do not know 12 55
Do you believe that aesthetic surgery make you be happy?
Yes 42 22.8
No 131 71.2
I do not know 11 6.0
In your opinion, what is important reason that people have an aesthetic surgery?
To gain confidence by overcoming the inferiority 110 59.8
To strengthen the competitiveness 21 114
To be beautiful 46 250
Others 3.3
No answer 1 0.5
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Table V. Result of Cognition Study about External Appearance (1)

Number Percent(%)
Do you have an experience to feel an unhappiness in your appearance?
Yes 145 78.8
No 36 19.6
I do not know 3 1.6
Do you think better looking persons are treated more favorably than others?
Absolutely 28 15.2
More than 123 66.9
Not particularly 23 125
Not at all 7 3.8
I do not know 1.6
Table V. Result of Cognition Study about External Appearance (II)
Which situation a better external appearance is more important in?
Very important Important Not at all No Answer
Marriage 74(40.2%) 98(53.3%) 9(4.9%) 3(1.6%)
Employment 119(64.7%) 56(30.4%) 6(3.3%) 3(1.6%)
Social life 112(60.9%) 66(35.9%) 3(1.6%) 3(1.6%)
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Table VI. A Standard of Judgement in Cases of the Love and the Marriage (I)

detaizel A v 8B B AAE

Standard of judgment

Standard of judgment

Score in love number (%) in marriage number (%)
1 1(0.5) 2(1.1)
2 2(1.1) 1(0.5)
, 3 13(7.1) 13(7.1)
Personality 4 44(23.9) 33(17.9)
5 111(60.3) 115(62.5)
Missing value 13(7.1) 20(10.9)
1 3(1.6) 3(1.6)
2 8(4.3) 13(7.1)
3 48(26.1) 54(29.3)
A

ppearance 4 48(26.1) 53(28.8)
5 68(37.0) 39(21.2)
Missing value 9(4.9) 22(12.0)
1 2(1.1) 2(1.1)
2 0(0.0) 3(1.6)
, 3 32(17.4) 13(7.1)

Prof
rotession 1 56(30.4) 31(16.8)
5 72(39.1) 120(65.2)
Missing value 22(12.0) 15(8.2)
1 9(4.9) 422)
2 17(9.2) 9(4.9)
Environment 3 55(29.9) 35(19.0)
4 48(26.1) 48(26.1)
5 32(17.4) 61(33.2)
Missing value 23(12.5) 27(14.7)

Table VIl. A Standard of Judgement in

Cases of the Love and the Marraige (II)

Standard of judgment Mean (5.D) F-value (p-value)
Personality 4.53(0.74)
Standard of Appearance 3.97(1.00) 12.555(0.000)
judgment in love Profession 4.21(0.84) df=3
Environment 4.21(0.84)
Standard of Personality 4.57(0.77)
- dement in Appearance 3.69(0.99) 38.647(0.000)
e Profession 4.56(0.81) df=3
8 Environment 3.97(1.04)

Post verification (Scheffe M.)

Appearance < Profession,
Environment < Personality

Appearance < Environment
< Profession < Personality

Table VIII. Important Factors in a Successful Life

Value point when B o
marriage 1 2

Ranking n(%)

3 4 5
Effort 68(40.5) 47(28.0) 25(14.9) 20(11.9) 8(4.8)
Good personality 65(39.6) 47(28.7) 22(13.4) 20(12.2) 10(6.1)
Appearance 44(27.8) 44(27.8) 49(31.0) 15(9.5) 6(3.8)
Talent 32(20.0) 34(21.3) 40(25.0) 30(18.8) 24(15.0)
Environment 11(7.0) 14(8.9) 24(15.3) 39(24.8) 69(43.9)
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