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Children’s Coping Strategies and Loneliness in Peer Victimization*
717" Jung Min Kim)"
ABSTRACT

The present research studied children’s coping strategies by age, sex, and frequency of victimization
and examined the relationship of coping strategies to loneliness in peer victimization. Participants were
434 children from the 3rd to 6th grades of an urban elementary school. Self-report data indicated seven
types of coping strategies : cognitive distancing, adult support seeking, peer support seeking, negative
problem solving, positive problem solving, internalizing, and externalizing. With increasing age, children
used less adult support seeking and more positive problem solving. While girls used more adult and
peer support seeking, boys employed more externalizing and negative problem solving. Children with
higher victimization frequencies were more likely to use negative problem solving and internalization.

Lack of strategies for seeking social support was associated with loneliness.

Key Words : B2 21 2] 58 (peer victimization), T *] % Z(coping strategy), &'*d 2k(grade difference),
’J 2k (gender difference), I3}l 7 & (victimization), 2| Z - (loneliness).
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