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ABSTRACT

This study examined effects of self-perceived obesity, peer victimization, stress, and matemal child

rearing behaviors on self-esteem in an obese group(OG) and a normal weight group(NWG) of elementary

school children. Subjects were 1,501 elementary school children in the 4th to the 6th grades in Seoul,

Busan, Daegu, Gwangju, and Andong and their mothers. Major findings were that maternal child rearing

behaviors and stress related to parents and home environments influenced children’s self esteem only

in the NWG; school-related stress was an influential variable on children’s self esteem in both the NWG

and OG. Peer victimization influenced children’s self-esteem in both NWG and OG. Self-perceived

obesity influenced some domains of children’s self-esteem, especially in girls.
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