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Exposure of Preschoolers to Secondhand Smoke : Parents’ Knowledge,
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ABSTRACT

Subjects were 279 parents of 4- and 5-year-old day care children. Statistical techniques were factor
analysis, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation, and multiple regression. Major findings were that parents
with higher levels of education and income showed a higher level of attitudes and coping behavior
toward preschoolers’ exposure to secondhand smoke. Parents who were smokers had a higher level than
non-smokers of knowledge and coping with preschoolers’secondhand smoke. Parents with higher levels
of knowledge and more negative attitudes about secondhand smoke were more active in dealing with
secondhand smoke. Parents’ knowledge and attitudes were significant predictors of their coping behavior
with preschoolers’ secondhand smoke. Parents’ knowledge was more predictive of parents’ coping

behavior than their attitudes.
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preschoolers’ exposure to secondhand smoke).
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