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The Change of Korean Newspaper Editorials on the

Ruling Policies of Imperialist Japan in Colonial Korea
Focused on the Last Period of Japanese Occupation in Korea

Yong-Gyu Park

Associate Professor
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Most of studies on the press during the period of Japanese occupation
in Korea have focused on the activities of newspapers in 1920s. These
past studies didn’t examine the whole process of change of the press
under the Japanese occupation in Korea. Thus, this study tried to
investigate the change of the tenor of Korean newspaper editorials on
the ruling policies during the end of the colonial period in Korea as
a part of attempts exceeding the limit of past studies. After the outbreak
of the war between China and Japan in 1937, the Korean newspapers
were full of stereotyped editorials resembling in a way official gazette.
Dong-A Ilbo and Cho-Sun Ilbo represented the purpose of the war was
to emancipate Asian countries from Western imperialist countries and
to establish the peace of the Asia. Simultaneously, two newspapers
played an important role in assimilating the Korean people into the
Japanese and mobilizing them to the war. The tenor of these editorials
was affected by intensified control over the press and the change of the
consciousness of journalists. In conclusion, these newspapers had a
harmful influence on the Korean people as a weapon to the movement
to organize and mobilize them. Therefore the interest for researching
on the pro-Japanese press should be taken in view of ‘resistance’ and
‘collaboration.’

Keywords: Chinese-Japanese War, Dong-A Ilbo, Cho-Sun ILbo, Press
control, Pro-Japanese



