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Myth of Romantic Love and Gender Role Ideology
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Abstract: This study focused on the wedding ceremony. It was
considered as important social text containing cultural codes of Korean
society related gender system. Using the concepts of “Myths’, introduced
by Barthes, this study analysed every procedure of wedding ceremony
prevailed contemporary Korea. Romantic Love, creation of the ideology
system of Western bourgeois and peculiar Confucian ideas about gender
structure in Korean patriarchy system are both important frames
determined wedding culture in Korea society. Thus this study divided
wedding ceremony into displaying sphere and non-displaying sphere.
Then, displaying sphere was framed by myth of romantic love, but
non-displaying sphere was framed by traditional Confucian ideas. And,
the transformation of contemporary wedding ceremony has the nature
of kitsch, related the radical change of Korean class structure, also it
worked as myth covered up the unequality of present gender system.

Keywords: Wedding Ceremony, Myth, Romantic Love, Gender Role
Ideology, Kitsch



