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Kee-Bom Nahm f“

** Associate Professor, Dept. of Urban Sociology, The University of Seoul
(nahm@uos.ac.kr)

Abstract : Literature on cluster theory and cluster policy has been focused on the differences
between mature industrial areas and innovative regions. Mature industrial areas’ are described as
possessing little competence for innovation and lacking entrepreneurship to be transferred an
innovative region, say, an innovative cluster. Old industrial regions are, however, rich in social
capital, local networking, and regional institutionalization. This paper compares Buchon's mature
industries with Daejon's bio-sector new start-ups in terms of innovative potential, socio-economic
and cultural-economic mechanisms. Policy implications such as networking and business support
systems on the differential types of industrial regions are offered.

Key Words : mature industrial areas, cluster, innovative environment, business support systems,
Daejon, Buchon
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