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ABSTRACT

This study is focused on main performers'stage costumes in the 'Swan Lake', a masterpiece of
classical ballet, which is newly represented by Matthew Bourne, a choreographer. The objectives
of the study is to help understand a trend of costume in modern public performance and art.
First, this paper is attempted to describe the concept and the elements of ballet costume,
secondly, to consider the performance generally, and finally to analyze main performers stage
costumes.

This study was performed by two processes; The first was to visit theaters to view the
performances in person: the classical ballet by the Bolshoi Theater Ballet, the performance by
Korea national ballet academy and the Matthew Bonne's modernly redefined ballet. The second
was to review the regarding literatures and DVD.

There are two apparent characteristics of main performers' stage costumes in modern-style
ballet compared with classic-style ballet. First, there is an approach to gender identity; the
character of swan with the classic tutu that has been the culmination of femininity in the
classic-style ballet, used to be represented in an established idea on ballet costume, is now
substituted by a creative idea, male ballerina and trouser-style ballet costume. Second, there is an
approach to breaking the convention on the purpose of emphasizing popularity arousing real
sympathy and art value. Also, modern-style ballet introduces bare body and foot rather than tutu
and toe-shoes, and adapts items from casual outfit fitted in each performer’s character with a
present-day life.

Key words: Swan lake(¥22] 34), matthew bourne(nj% &), ballet costume(¥a]| <4, gender
identity(d AAA)
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