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< Abstract >

Total fertility rate in South Korea is the lowest in the world. A fertility rate below replacement fertility level
will result in serious social problems in the long term. Therefore, it is worthwhile to study a general
understanding about the low fertility rate phenomenon and to investigate the effectiveness of fertility policies
in order to ameliorate the resulting social problems due to the low fertility rate.

This research was a descriptive examination into the low fertility rate phenomenon and an investigation of
the needs for fertility policies and their effectiveness. The study subjects were consisted of 769 unmarried
people aged from 18 to 40 years old. Data were collected from June to August 2004 and were analyzed by
frequencies, mean, and standard deviation.

The following results were revealed. First, unmarried people in general had positive perspectives about
getting marriaged, giving birth, and being a parent. In addition, the primary cause of low fertility rate was
economical difficulties for raising a child. Third, unmarried people thought that the low fertility rate
phenomenon resulted in both positive and negative changes in a society. Fourth, policies for economical
supports for raising children, establishing social atmosphere for gender equality, and trustful public
educational systems were the political alternatives that people really wanted for having a child in the future.
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Effective alternatives for policies and strategies to address the low fertility rate problems are suggested in the
discussion section.
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