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A Study on the Phenomenological Meaning and Characteristic of Water Space in Religious Architecture
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Abstract

In this study we analyzed and interpreted the phenomenological characteristics and meanings of water space in religious

architecture through field studies and phenomenological approaches, focusing on the religious architecture introducing water

space in contemporary architecture. The phenomenological experience elements of the research are light, time, place and context.

As the results of this study, first, light as a phenomenological element not only induces a contrast and change between light

and the shadow in architectural space and various changes of light in inner space, but also operates as an element which

expresses building features outward with time. Second, time as a phenomenological perception experience makes us feel changes

of the environment and physical properties and experience space visually and physically. The continuity of time shows the

change of a day, night and daytime and seasons. Third, water space makes the sense of place more remarkable, connected

closely with surrounding nature in outer space, and creates a new space. Fourth, water space is a contextual element which

harmonizes with surrounding environment by connecting surrounding natural environment with architectural space. Fifth, water

space in religious architecture is a symbolic and central element, and emphasizes the atmosphere of architectural space. In

addition, it makes the people who experience water space perceive the place by triggering sensitive response.
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