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The Directivity of Traditional Architectural Space in Korean and Japanese
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Abstract

As a circumstantial-existance character (the human character who takes action after grasping circumstances and
fears things with reason) the Japanese were more interested in the active doctrines of Wang Yang-ming than other
speculative studies. All of people were inhumanely incorporated into the rigorous class system under pressure in
the samurai society. In the atmosphere of the society a natural phenomenon was understood as the ksana of
change, and instead of the whole, the part was mainly described with emphasis on the reality. Therefore nature
came near to the man after being reduced and then was symbolized in the interior space. Also the classification
of spaces, that is to say, the settlement of borders by the social position was shown in the great interior space
like a labyrinth. As a self-existance character(the human style who carves out for and does not have a regard
other's feeling), however, the Korean were much influenced by the Taoist idea as they tried to be similar to
nature in nature itself. Therefore the idea of Asaniskrota was in their origin. There was a tendency for space to
be extended toward the outdoor in Korea, since the Korean people who are speculative and like to be natural
tried to be close to nature. Therefore the division of spaces according to class and sexuality and the settlement of
borders were already shown in outside by Che-Na-Num(Divided-Mass:Koren's own style). These are closely related
with that houses were built after a village settle down in Korea while built before a village settle down in
Japan.Architectural space consists of the interior and the exterior. The layout and form of architectural space has
a great variety of characters by region and culture. In other words, it can be understood which has a priority
between the interior and the exterior in developing the layout and the form of architectural space. Belonging to
the culture area of Chinese characters with Korea, Japan has maintained its own identity. It has an identity in the
Jayout and form of architectural space as well. Therefore, the architecture and architectural theories of the two
countries were compared and analyzed with priority given to the traditional architecture, also the backgrounds of
architecture and architectural theories of two countries were examined in this study. This study shows that each
country has different characters in how to introduce nature, how to expand space and how to compose windows,
including the view of nature and the cult of space. As a result, the space in Korean architecture has relatively
the exterior-oriented character but in Japan architecture spatial character is interior-oriented. The interior-oriented
character can be relevant to the word reduction' and the exterior-oriented character to 'extension' after all. Also it
can be thought that each character has a great relation with climate and idea of people in power.

Keywords : Korea, Japan, Traditional architecture, nature, interior-oriented, exterior-oriented, boundary, self-existance,
circumstantial-existance
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