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Elementary School Students' Recognition of the
Informal Science Education Program:
‘Korea Junior Engineering Achievement’ Case
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the elementary school student's recognition of informal science
education program : ‘Korea Junior Engineering Achievement (KJEA) case. The subjects were 807, 4th, 5th, 6th
grade elementary school students who participated KJEA program. We developed questionnaires and explored the
students' preference and the reason to KJEA (compared with school science lesson), attitude on informal elements of
KJEA (non-school teachers and non-curricular content), interest in the each KJEA program, outcome of the KJEA.
The result of this study showed that the students' recognition of the informal science education program was strongly
affirmative. Students preferred KJEA program to school science lessons for that reason why they could make and do
by themselves and the KJEA program had novelty. They expected more learning opportunities by non-school
teachers on non-curricular content. Though KJEA had little effect on career interests, students showed willingness to
continue to participate. We could get implication for informal science education that the quality of the program is the
most important factors than others. The novelty and the doing by oneselves were also important factors for students.

Key words : informal science education, elementary students, KJEA (Korea Junior Engineering Achievement)
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