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A Critical Examination of Convergence Studies on Media
Policy Institutions

Pyung-Ho Kim
Assistant Professor

(Dep’t of Broadcasting and Multimedia, Dankook University)

Most of the convergence studies argue the reform of the current poli-
cy regime of broadcasting and telecommunications in Korea from two
perspectives: 1) the media governance perspective and 2) the media in-
dustry perspective. The former emphasizes the need of integrity, con-
sistency and efficiency of the regime in the convergence environment,
while the latter focuses upon the growth and development of the media
industry making the best of economic and industrial opportunities that
are spawned by digital convergence. Although their arguments are logi-
cal and robust, they are lopsided in terms of legalism and myopic econo-
mism due to the linear perception of institutionalism. Bureaucratic ad-
ministrative practices as well as ostentatious IT policies that have chroni-
cally plagued the policy regime in Korea cannot be resolved by simply
assimilating distinct regulatory bodies and laws. Unless these two issues
are properly addressed, the convergence of media policy institutions
would end up a half-success or half-failure contrary to the expectations
of existing studies.

Keywords: digital convergence, economism, institutionalism, legalism,
media governance, media industry, media policy institu-
tions



