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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationships among delay
gratification, delay strategy, and parents' child-rearing attitude. The
participants of the study were 62, 18—-36 month old infants, who demonstrated
individual differences in the level of delay gratification and their mothers.

The instruments of the study were infant's delay gratification and delay
strategy were assessed by Mischele(1974) and the parents' responded to the
parents' child-rearing attitude(Cho et al., 1999). Data were collected by menas
of conducting observations on infants in experimental settings and completing
questionnaires with mothers.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. The delay gratification of infants differed accordingly to their age. Older
infants displayed increased time in showing their delay gratification, while
younger infants relatively exhibited shortened time. There was no significant
difference in infants' sex and the order of the birth.

2. Following the age factor, the distraction strategy in the delay strategy
played a significant difference to infants. Older infants required a frequent use
of the distraction strategy in comparison to younger infants.

3. The previous two factors — delay gratification and distraction strategy -
showed a positive relationship.

4. The delay gratification was significantly influenced by infants' age,
parents' attitude, direct facing strategy, and infants' distraction strategy.
However, the delay gratification was insignificantly accounted for by infants'

SeX.

Key Words : delay gratification, delay strategy, parents' child-rearing attitude
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