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A Study on the Pisolites of Limestone Caverns in Korea
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Summary ;

1. The pisolite of the limestone caverns in Korea
is one of the varieties of speleothems.

2. The main component of the pisolite is calcite,
but pisolite often contains quartz and illite too.

3. The mechanism of encrusting is complicated,
but the main process is the accretion which is

suppoesd to take place as fast as 2mm per
century.
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AKX 1. Qolites which are initial forms of pisolites A& 2. Cave pearls which are highly corroded and
(D:2~3mm, Gosugul cave) gloss(Sujeonggul cave and Chodanggul cave)

ARl 3. The cross sections of typical pisolites A&l 4. Axiolite pisolites encrusted with cores of
(Gosugul cave) straws, bat borns and charcoals

wERY T

ARl 5. Pisolites encrusted on snail-shells (Gosugul A 6. Comparison between concentric pisolites
cave) and composite pisolites (Gosugul cave)

wEw . - . e

AREL 7. Mud pisolites ; calcites and the pink mud AL 8. Typical pisolites (D: about 1cm, Gosugul
derived from terra rossa are alternatively cave)

accumulated (Ondalgul cave)
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AR 10. general pisolites coliticany encrusted

NZl 8. Huge pisolites (Gosugul, Gossigul etc.,)

A&l 12, Nut-shape pisolites (Gossigul cave)

N 11. Cross-sections of mud pisolites (Ondaigul

cave)

Al 14. Pisolites in pink formed by alternate
accumulations of cave silt and calcite

Pisolites derived from botryoide
(Sujeonggul cave)

AR 13,
(Chodanggul cave)

AEl 16. Pisolites encrusted comparatively slowly
on tier cups. The shape is rounded by

Al 15. Tabular pisolites encrusted with calcites
corrasion.
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