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A Study on the Educational Program of Seasonal Customs
for the 4th Grade Students in the Elementary School in Yangju City
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the differences in the understanding level of
the Korean traditional seasonal customs during summer (ie. Buddha’s birthday, Dano
festival, Yudu festival and Chilseok) before and after the execution of a educational
program concerning seasonal customs and determine if elementary school teachers
recognize a need for this kind of educational program. The subjects of this study were
168 students in the 4th grade at two elementary schools (84 students each for the
experiment group and the control group) and 249 teachers at the elementary schools in
Yangju city. The major results of this study are as follows : First, it was shown that
there is no significant difference in the understanding level of seasonal customs between
the experiment group and the control group in the pre-test, but after carrying out the
educational program, it was indicated that there is a statistically significant difference
between the experiment group and the control group in the post-test. Second, in addition
to strongly pointing out the necessity of seasonal customs education, the teachers
recognized that it is desirable to teach seasonal customs to students through the
discretionary activity class corresponding to the seasonal divisions in the year and that it
is especially important to perform the educational activity through traditional plays and to
utilize audio-visual media. Also, teachers hoped that a scasonal customs program suitable
for elementary school students would be required, along with the development of
instructional materials, and finally that the schools need to further develop teacher training
through field inspections and practice.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of elementary school students N(%)
Variables Experiment group Control group Total
Sex Male 38(45.2) 38(45.2) 76(45.2)
Female 46(54.8) 46(54.8) 92(54.8)
Experience of living together with Yes 43(51.2) 42(50.0) 85(50.6)
grandparent No 41(48.8) 42(50.0) 83(49.4)
L Employed 43(51.2) 48(57.1) 91(54.2)
Mother’s job Unemployed 41(48.8) 36(42.9) 7(45.8)
First 35(41.7) 45(53.6) 80(47.6)
. Under Second 18(21.4) 16(19.0) 34(20.2)
Birth order Last 25(29.8) 20(23.8) 45(26.8)
Only child 6(7.1) 3(3.6) 9(5.4)
Apartment 18(21.4) 70(83.3) 88(52.4)
. House 35(41.7) 7(8.3) 42(25.0)
Type of current dwelling Villa 12(14.3) 4(4.8) 16(9.5)
Others 19(22.6) 3(3.6) 22(13.1)
\ 30's 59(70.2) 66(78.6) 125(74.4)
Mother's age 40’s 25(29.8) 18(21.4) 43(25.6)
\ 30’s 38(45.2) 33(39.3) 71(42.3)
Father’s age 40°s 46(54.8) 51(60.7) 97(57.7)
Under high school 46(54.8) 36(42.9) 82(48.8)
. . College/University 16(19.0) 21(25.0) 37(22.0)
Mother’s educational level Graduated 4438) 783) 11(6.5)
others 18(21.4) 20(23.8) 38(22.6)
Total 84(100.0) 84(100.0) 168(100.0)

Tabel 2. Demographic characteristics of elementary school teachers

Variables N %
Duty Principal/Assistant principal/ Executive teacher 51 205
Teacher 198 79.5
20’s 87 349
Age 30’s 61 24.5
40’s 70 28.2
50’s or more 31 12.4
Location of school Ié?;:l g:: ig gzg
1-4years ) 98 394
5-10years 36 14.5
. 11-15years 19 7.6
Career of education 1 6-20§eals 34 137
21-30years 51 20.5
31-40years 11 44
University 201 80.7
Educational level Graduated 45 18.1
others 3 12
Total 249 100.0
26.8%, 57 o}&7} 202%, 2F0] 54%9] £ E7 ol3l7t 19.0% = Ve
2 vetsith 49399 39 ARV 41.7%, B2 FAYHE olHE 524%, BEFH 250%, 7]
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G AS AR 53.6%, TUIE 23.8%, o 3¢ d5Fdo] 41.7%, 7IEl7} 22.6%, of



Table 3. The difference of understanding level between groups in pre-test

Area Group M SD t-test
Seasonal Division Fxperiment pe - 1.39
T T
S R
- I
o e R

Table 4. The difference of understanding level between groups in post-test

Area Group M SD t-test
Seasonal Division Bxperiment s W 17.3™
o e T S
s B e
et o T R
-

*ikpe 001
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Table 5. The difference of understanding level within experiment group

Area M SD t-test
L Pre-test 32 15 -
Seasonal Division 15.21
Post-test N 17
Pre- . 17 r
Custom test 46 ! 16.37
Post-test .83 10
Pre-test 42 31 -
Play e 1117
Post-test .89 21
= . .18 e
Food Pre-test 12 1 35.62
Post-test .96 A1
Pre-test 33 12 e
Total 1.39
o Post-test 85 09 3

*ixp< (001
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Table 6. Recognition of education of the seasonal customs in elementary school teachers (N=249)

Classification N(%)
. Surely necessary 138(55.6)
Necessity of seasonal | Negessary a litle 104(41.9)
Not particularly necessary 6( 2.4)
Because our old culture is valuable 65(26.1)
Because only being aware of old culture can create our new culture 96(38.6)
) Aiming to cope with the age of internationalization 4( 1.6)
Necessity, d cusI tomsoefsdiecist(i):r?l Because of being the root education that needs to be addressed at the 19( 7.6)
purpose, an elementary education institution
interest ml“‘ Aiming to form the identity as a Korean 50(20.1)
ieu:igms Because of being able to understand the life of ancient adults 15( 6.0)
. . Having much interest 40(16.1)
educati g
ucation I:‘u‘z:f;s‘“ edsf::ggf Having a little interest 166(66.7)
Having not particular interest 43(17.3)
. Because there is consciousness that intends to seek for our thing 157(76.6)
Rie::son fo;alm:us“tl;:seﬂ Because of being emphasized by newspapers and by broadcasting mediaj  7( 3.4)
education Through family and old adults 34(16.6)
Because of preferring personally 7(3.4)
Teaching the appropriate seasonal division every seasonal division 174(69.9)
Proper period of Teaching one thing every month in accordance with the selected 16( 6.4)
seasonal customs teaching contents
education Teaching in line with a season 48(19.3)
The teaching Teaching off and on whenever there is time 11( 4.4)
period and The pertinently Time for the curricular activity class 59(23.7)
the contents activity time Time for the morning activity class 29(11.6)
in seasonal | in seasonal customs | Time for the special activity class 30(12.0)
customs education Time for the discretional activity class 131(52.6)
education Contents that can make it possible to be examined a good point and 72(28.9)
General contents in | a scientific point in old customs
seasonal customs Contents that can be compared with customs in other countries 16( 6.4)
education Contents on the meaning and the origin in each seasonal division 109(43.8)
Contents on the plays and customs 52(20.9)
. . Buddha’s Birthday (April 8th of the lunar calendar) 13( 5.3)
V:;lhat 18 mc?st required Dano festival (on the fifth of the fifth month of the year according to | 193(78.5)
e education among the lunar calendar)
seasonal dVISIONS | yugy festival (on the 15th day of the 6th lunar month) 11( 45)
Chilseok(on the seventh of July of the lunar calendar) 29(11.8)
. . Making the paper lantems 36(14.6)
What is most required Washing the hair in the water of sweet flags 123(49.8)
Contents | the education among | \p.yino"yrudy beads 9( 3.6)
mcsstir:"n;er summer. customs Drying clothes and books in the sun 79( 32)
: . . Making Minariganghoe 9( 3.7)
educat g gang
eation | What is most xequited | pating Surichwiddeok 75(30.7)
oot dishes 2 | Boiling and eating noodles 30(12.3)
umme Making Subakhwachae 130(53.3)
What is most required ls’ﬁrgilna;“em viewing 13;2 4?13;
the education aMONg | Biseokchigi(Stone hitting) 107(43.5)
Ummer piays Playing the fire of a pine resin 15( 6.1)
The teaching - .| Through the children’s traditional song 190 7.7)
methods ang| ¢ activity method n| b ook ihe curriculum learning related to folk events 89(35.9)
seasonal customs
the education Through traditional plays 128(51,6)
instructional Through the practice of traditional food 12( 4.8)
media in The theme and the With introducing the event of that month in the calender 50(20.2)
seasonal a h in th With a suggestive story related to seasonal customs such as news 53(21.2)
customs sesspc:on:;: divisiofls With showing materials or pictorials related to the theme in each 101(40.9)
education seasonal division
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By inviting experts or the concemned persons 44
Spreading the traditional plays related to seasonal customs 90(36.3)
The activation method E)iutfe(:::}ll:i the contents related to seasonal customs through the training) 42(16.9)
m seﬁ:dol?:;ﬁzﬁsmm Developing the educational media that children can use sensuously 31(12.5)
Developing the experience-education program suitable for the level of 85(34.3)
children
. . . | Visual media 21( 8.5)
The instructional media) A ditory media 9( 3.6
education Audio-visual media 156(62.9)
Computer media 62(25.0)
. Teacher’s observation of children’s understanding level 74( 9.7)
Tl(;? :evaaslou::_lor(l:u:tlgils()d Observation of children’s continuance level 30(12.0)
education The check of children’s interest level and satisfaction level 56(22.5)
Teacher’s check of children’s interest level 89(35.7)
The intention of
The valuation participating in the | Will participate surely 60(24.1)
method and |training for teachers in| Will participate at least one time. 162(65.1)
the training terms of seasonal Do not want to participate 27(10.8)
for teachers customs
in seasonal |Proper frequency of the] About one time every 2 years 78(31.3)
customs  |training for teachers in| About one time every 1 year 118(47.3)
education terms of seasonal | About twice every 1 year 42(16.9)
customs About four times in a year by season 11( 4.4)
Proper method of the | The autonomous training that used the televant books and magazines 34(13.7)
training for teachers in| The theoretical training through a lecture meeting of the elder persons 13( 5.2)
terms of seasonal | in community
customs The experiential training through a field inspection and the practice 202(81.2)
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TAble 7. Study program for Buddha's birthday
Model 1 Subject Activity Prepare
Knowing the - Know the meaning of seasonal customs
: Calender
meaning of + Know the seasonal customs every month Pen
seasonal customs | * Mark the seasonal customs on the calender Paper
and seasonal + Know about the seasonal divisions Pcrl:ceil
divisions + Write the contents of seasonal divisions
* Tell about the experience of going to the temple
Knowing - Know the seasonal divisions in April of the lunar calendar
Buddha’s| the customs of | * Watch ppt data about the customs of April 8th of the lunar calendar | ppt data
birthday | Buddha's birthday | (Making the paper lanterns, going around tower in the temple,

making Minariganghoe, eating parched beans)

Making the paper

- Tell about the experience of seeing the paper lanterns in the temple

Korean paper

lanterns and + Make the paper lantern Scissors .
around the tower | - Make around the tower in the field with the completed paper lantern Glue
+ Exhibit the paper lanterns at the classroom Wire
Making * Watch ppt data about the food of April 8th of the lunar calender ¢ data
Minariganghoe | + Make Minariganghoe(Small roll of parboiled dropwort) PP
Table 8. Study program for Dano festival
Model 2 Subject Activity Prepare
* Know the meaning and origin of Dano festival
Knowing * Know the seasonal divisions in May according to the lunar calendar
the custom of | « Watch ppt data about the customs of May Sth of the lunar calendar | ppt data
Dano festival (Washing the hair in the water of sweet flags, giving Dano fan as a
present, swinging and wrestling, eating Surichwiddeok and Borisudan
Thick paper
KnF)mng the * Know the meaning of Dano fan Colo'r papet
meaning of Dano Scissors
fan and * Make Dano fan Glue
making Dano fan * Exhibit Dano fans at the classroom Wooden
Dano chopsticks
fastival Swinging * Know about the plays of Dano festival Swin
and Wrestling | - Swing and wrestle in the playground &
. . Sweet flags
Vi\;astlllllngwtl:zrhg;r * Know the meaning of washing the hair in the water of sweet flags Water
c W + Wash the hair in the water of sweet flags ‘Washbasin
sweet flags
Towel
Picking artemisia | * Tell about the food of May 5th according to the lunar calender ilxien?i(s);r
and Making | - Pick artemisia in the field ©
P . Plate
artemisia rice cake| - Make artemisia rice cake .
Chopsticks
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Table 9. Study program for Yudu festival
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Model 3 Subject Activity Prepare
* Know the meaning of Yudu festival
Knowing * Know the seasonal divisions in June of the lunar calendar
the customs of | - Watch ppt data about the customs in June 15th of the lunar calendar| ppt data
Yudu festival (Making Yudu beads, playing Gonu, playing Biseokchigi, eating
Sudan and Yudu noodles)
Knowing the plays| + Know how to do the plays of Yudu festival Gonu board
of Yudu festival | - Play Biseokchigi(stone hitting) and Gonu Some stones
Yudu . Flour
festival Making * Know the meaning of Yudu beads Colors
Yudu beads |  Make Yudu beads Needle
+ Exhibit Yudu beads at the classroom Thread
Noodles
Making * Know how to make Yudu noodle a:::;?r
Yudu noodle + Make the anchovy sauce and Yudu noodles Potvy
Bowl
Table 10. Study program for Chilseok
Model 4 Subject Activity Prepare
- Know the meaning and origin of Chilseok
Knowing * Know the seasonal divisions in July according to the lunar calendar
the customs of | - Watch ppt data about the customs of July 7th of the lunar Calendar | ppt data
Chilseok (Drying clothes and books in the sun, making Subakhwachae, playing
the fire of a pine)
. * play a role of the story “Geonwoo and Jikneo” each group Clothes
Playing a role |, Give the price to the best group Scenario
. Writing a poem | . . . . Pencil
Chilseok about Chilseok Write and recite a poem about Chilseok Paper
Maki + Know about the food of Chilseok Watermelon
g + Make Subakhwachae(juice mixed with watermelon as a punch) each Juice
Subakhwachae
group Bowl, Spoon
Pine resin
Playing the fire | - Know how to play the fire of a pine resin Matches
of a pine resin { * Play the fire of a pine resin in the field Can
wire
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