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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the determinants affecting rural women’s participation in
community organizations in rural Korea. The data was collected through interviews with
958 rural women among 1,870 respondents who have lived in Up and Myen as an
administrative unit of a rural community, and analyzed by the SPSS/PC Win V.10
program. The statistical method utilized for this study was the hierarchy multiple
regression model. The major findings of this study were as follows. First, rural women
with a high income, a larger farm, or a fruit farm are more likely to participate in
agricultural cooperatives. Second, rural women with a high income, a larger farm, who
are engaged in full time farming, and grow fruit and special crops, are more likely to
participate in cooperative firms. Third, rural women who are educated and have a larger
farm, a fruit farm, and high community attachment are more likely to participate in
learning organizations. Fourth, rural women who were educated and have small
households are more likely to participate in religious groups. Fifth, rural women with a
small farm are more likely to participate in civic organizations. Sixth, there was no
significance between all of these variables and participation in political parties.
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Socioeconomic var,
age, marital status, education, income

Family life
number of household - generation at home

i/

Participation on
community organizations -
- agricultural cooperatives
+ cooperative firms

Farming life
farming size, farming type j

Type of farming
rice, fruit, vegetables, flower, livestock

greenhouse vegetable, special crops

Community life
community attachment - satisfaction

\

A

* learning organizations
+ voluntary organizations
« religious groups

* civic organizations

- political parties

Figure 1. Multiple regression model on factors affecting community participation
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Table 1. General characteristics of respondents
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Variables Frequency Percent(%) Variables Frequency Percent(%)

Age Annual Income

39 or less 110 11.5 5,000,000 or less 245 25.6

40-49 195 20.4 5,000,000-10,000.000 175 183

50-59 175 18.3 10,000,000-20,000,000 216 225

60-69 249 26.0 20,000,000-30,000.000 138 14.4

70 or more 229 23.9 30,000,000 or more 93 9.7

Total 958 100.0 Total 958 100.0
Education Marital Status

no school 333 34.8 Married 940 98.1

elementary 314 328 not Married 18 1.9

middle 134 14.0 Total 958 100.0

high 152 15.9

college or more 25 2.6

Total 958 100.0
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Table 2. Defining variables

Variate Description

Agricultural cooperatives 1 if no membership: 2 if just membership: 3 if active participation 2.16 469

Cooperative firms 1 if no membership: 2 if just membership: 3 if active participation 1.45 240
Learning organization 1 if no membership: 2 if just membership: 3 if active participation 1.20 273
Voluntary organization 1 if no membership: 2 if just membership: 3 if active participation 1.09 191
Religious groups 1 if no membership: 2 if just membership: 3 if active participation 1.31 043
Civic Organization 1 if no membership: 2 if just membership: 3 if active participation 1.11 .184

1 if no membership: 2 if just membership: 3 if active participation 1.13 .188

Political parties

Age Age 57.72 13.900

Marital status 1 if married; 2 if others . 1.019 1.050
1if hool; 2 if leted el t hool; 3 if leted

Education '1 no schoo . if comple . elementary .sc 00 if comple 219 1.150
middle school; 4 if complete high school; 5 if some college or more

Income Annual income of household($1,000) 16,761 15,159

Number of household  Number of household members 2.865  0.6111

Number of generation Number of -generation at home 1.475 1.050

Farming life
Farming size 1 if larger farm; 2 if middle size farm; 3 if small farm 2.680 0.585

1 if pull time farming; 2 if part time farming (I); 3 if part time

1.534 0.826
farming(11)

Farming style

rice Dummy variable with value of 1 if rice; 0 if otherwise 0.67 0.469
fruit Dummy variable with value of 1 if fruit; O if otherwise 0.06 0.240
vegetables Dummy variable with value of 1 if vegetables; O if otherwise 0.08 0273
D iabl ith val f 1 if nhy table; O if
greenhouse vegetable ummy variable with value o if greenhouse vegetable i 004 0.191
otherwise
flower Dummy variable with value of 1 if flower; O if otherwise 0.00 0.043
livestock Dummy variable with value of 1 if livestock; O if otherwise 0.04 0.184
special crops Duramy variable with value of 1 if special crops; O if otherwise 0.04 0.188
Community attachment 1 if more familiar; 2 if general; 3 if not familiar 1.940 0.611
Community satisfaction Sum c')f 6 variables each variables definition; 1 if satisfaction; 0 1550 1454
otherwise
Fe5rld 4% SYUEEYl B0 AFHe SxBoluA AYAE Yshe FAYSE B

2 o3tk giE B3I e wEANLT HAGALE 22 IR 240 o o] F

2 BUWERYY e AEH APFHor  Avth a3 gl Apvleln BssE
ansel Y 20 o Bol Fishe Z4e ol ¥ AANIALES} B AYYFE St
BolT Yok A z3o o ol Feidch

4, dEoly &5 w1, A5 -34 - & FEFP de TEAEe AGAEHA}
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Table 3. Multiple regression analysis of determinants affecting rural women’s community participation

Community participation

Dependent variable—

Parameter Agricultural Cooperative Learning  Voluntary  Religious Civic Political
cooperatives  firms  organization organization groups  organization parties

Age 20,023 0.136" 0.020 0.065 0.137 0.059 0,037

Socio-  Marital status 0.040 0.015 -0.070 -0.042 0010 0.042 -0.035
€conomic  Education 0.057 -0.043 0241™ 0152 0.233" 0.099 -0.001
Income 0.138" 0218™  0.040 0.035 0.078 0.031 0.071

Family ~Number of household  -0.129 0173 0.078 0.035 0219° 0082 -0.004
lift  Number of generation  0.194" 0.165 0.113 0.054 0.199" 0.009 0.072
Farming Farming size 0.166° 01237 0207 -0.046 0.022 0235 0095
lift  Farming style -0.033 0.119°  -0017 0.062 0019 -0.002 0.064
rice 0.044 0.080 0017 0071 -0.080 -0.039 -0.029

Fruit 0.121* 0274™  0105%  -0071 0.097 0.031 0.091

Vegetables 0.002 0020 0017 0.127 0.034 0.038 0.006

?ﬁfgf Greenhouse vegetables 0058 0165  -0080 0022 0025 0016  -0002
Flower -0.031 0.056 0.057 -0.021 -0.045 -0.051 0.053

Livestock 0.067 -0.028 0073 0.046 0,029 0.025 0007

Special crops 0.094 0.129" 0.019 -0.016 -0.001 0.025 -0.009
Community Community attachment  -0.072 0.021 0.089" 0.004 -0.079 -0.013 -0.013
lift  Community safisfaction  0.074 0.072 0,001 0.022 0.037 0.005 0.028
Constant 2.269 2,068 1.803 1.105 0.934 1.615 1.490

R? 0.155 0.240 0.196 0.066 0.068 0.103 0.036

F 5.490 9.124 6.971 2,006 2.074 3.287 1.057

***_ significant at the 0.001 level **. significant at the 0.01 level *. significant at the 0.05 level
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