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ABSTRACT

June 1, 2004, National Emergency Management Agency was established, and one of its aims is to
reduce the percentage of accident occurrence and damage scale to that of developed countries in 10
years. In this paper, Korea is compared with Japan in the view of actual conditions of accident occur-
rence in order to compare Korea with developed countries. In the case of Korea, traffic accidents, fire
accidents, careless accidents, drowning accidents, climbing accidents occur frequently. Decreasing
these accidents is a major target to reduce the accident occurrence. Also, home accidents of babies
and elders who are unable to avoid dangers are frequent. Studies focusing on those related accidents
are required.
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Fig. 1. Trends in fires by fire type, 1966-2004.
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Fig, 2. Trends in fires by leading cause in Korea, 1955-
2004.
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Fig. 4. Trends in forest fires by leading cause, 1980-2003.
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Fig. 5. Trends in collapse accidents by each place, 1997-
2003.
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Fig. 6. Trends in collapse accidents by leading cause, 1998-
2003.
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Fig. 7. Trends in explosion accidents, 1995-2003.
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Fig. 8. Trends in explosion accidents by leading cause,
2001-2003.
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each place, 1995-2003.
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Fig. 12. Trends in environmental pollution accidents by
environment damage, 1995-2003.
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Fig. 27. Trends in electric accidents by each place, 1970-
2002.
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Fig. 31. Trends in forest fires in Korea and Japan, 1950-
2003.
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