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Psychological Dimensions of Risk Perception
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Abstract Using a psychometric paradigm, risk perception of 30 hazards was investigated for three social groups - college
students, experts of technologies, and employees of environmental organizations. The aim of this study was to examine
psychological dimensions of risk perception, namely, to replicate the psychological dimensions - dread and knowledge -,
which Slovic et 2/1978; 1984; 1987) found and to further explore discrepancies between societal groups. The results
confirmed the same psychological dimensions Slovic e 4/ have found. However, there are a number of significant differences
in perceived risk such as perceived social benefits and other risk characteristics between three groups that ssuggest differences
in ecological attitudes. The results were compared with those of Slovic et @/ and the nature of differences in risk perception

among three groups were discussed.
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